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A BRIEF 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


DREADFUL FIRE. 


BLANDFORD-FORUM 


IN TN 


County of DorsET, which happened : 


June iv. M. Dec. xxxl. 
Together with a 
Preached at Blandford, June 4. 1735. being 
the Day ſet apart by the Proteſtant Dif- 
ſenters there for Prayer and Humiliation 


under the Remembrance of that Sap 


PROVIDENCE. * 
To which is added, 


A SERIOUS ADDRESS to the Inhabi- 
tants of that Town. p 


By MAL ACHIT BLAKE. 


The SECOND EDbiTION, 


Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans evere Sinners above all the 
Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Wings? I tell you 
nay + But except ye repent ys Hall all Iikewiſe pore : 

uke xiii. 2, 3. 
Rebus angullis animoſus atque 


Fortis appare: Hoy, Lib. ii. Ode x. 
Quanto quiſque ſibi plura negaverit, 
A Dis plura feret. Hor. Lib. iii. Ode xvi. 


This Treatiſe is not only calculated for the Inhabitants 
of Blandſord, but proper for other Families alſo, 


London, Printed for the Author, and ſeld byR, Ford, in the Pecos 3 
and A. Tozer Book ſeller in Exon. 1735. price Stitch 'd One 
Shilling; Bound One Shillog and Taue Pence» 


Ava aw "+ vs 


n 


23% 2 a _ 


TR 


4 8 A o 


=> 


(Pp 5 


a> 


KN} 
ZD 


1H 


PREFACE. 


HAT the Memory of 
9 ſuch an unuſual and ſo- 
lemn Event as the 
late dreadful Fire at 
Blandford may be 
perpetuated, and that we and others 
may be aſſiſted to nabe ſuch proper 
Reflections thereon, as may tend to 
advance the Honcur and Glory of 
God, and our rea! Good; it has 
been the Opinion of many that ſome 
Account of it ſhould be publiſhed 
to the World. 
| x To 


The Preface. 


To this End, ſome Time after 
the Calamity, I drew up a Rela- 
tion thereof, with ſome Exhorta- 
tions ſuztable to the Caſe, and thought 


1 


to have made them publack ſooner, 


but could not prevail with my ſelf to 
do fo. I debated this Matter ſo 


long in my own Mind, that the Ob- 


jeclion ariſing from its Unſeaſon- 
ableneſs, which every Week and 
Day ſeemed to gather new Strength, 
became almoſt inſuperable; and this 
as well as other Objeclions agamſe 
my appearing in Print had a parti- 
cular influence on me, it being much 
more agrecable to my own Inclina- 
tions % paſs through the World 
more filently. 

However, ſceing no Perfon had 
taken upon him to tcll the World 
the dolcſul Story, ſeveral of my 
Priends (that wiſhed to ſee ſome 


Account 
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The Preface. v 

Account of our ſevere Affliction 
made publick, together with ſome 
practical Reflections and Moniti- 
ons ſuitable to the Nature of it) 
noming that I had entertained ſome 
Thoughts this way, laid hold of eve- 
ry Opportunity to renew their Re- 
queſts for my proſecuting my De- 
en, and preſſed me with many Ar- 
guments. Nom, though the earneſt 
Solicitations of my Friends had 
their Weight with me, yet, I think 
J can ſay aſter all, that the moſt 
prevailing and determining Argument 
to ſend forth into the World the 
following Tracts was, a Conſci- 
ouſneſs of Duty, ariſing from the 
. uncommon and tremendous Na- 
ture of the Providence, my Situa- 
tion here, and my Obligation there- 
upon, to employ, not my Tongue 
only, but my Pen alſo towards the 
right Improvement of it. 1 
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vi The Preface. 
T am very ſenſible that the Sea- 


ſonableneſs of any Tract contri- 
butes much to its Acceptableneſs ; 
and that it is a Part of Wiſdom to 
chooſe the fitteſt Seaſon ; and whe- 
ther this Time zs yet paſt, J will 


not arſ! vute, ſome think not: Hom- 


ever it may (by the B Bleſſing of God) 
be now as uſeful to others, as it 
may help to revive in them a * 
of "Gor awful Providence; and 
be, perhaps, as ſcaſonable and as 
ſerviceable zo this Town, who are 
now more at Leiſure 10 conſider 
calmly and ſedately of Gods Deal- 
ings wits us, than in che nurrying 
Montlis this are paſt. No 4 85 
ſtening ſor the preſent ſeems joy- 
ous but grievous; neverthelets 
afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able Fruits of Righteouſheſs un- 


there- 


to them which arc exerciſed. 
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The Preface. VII 


thereby, Heb. x11, 11. After the 


Relation of the diſmal Story of the 
Fire, which I have endeavoured 
to throw together m ſuch a Man- 
ner, as J bope will offend none, 
ratify ſome, inform, and do 
Good to others, IJ have (that J 
may rouſe and keep alive in Men a 
more deep and affecting Nenje of 
God's awſul and awakening Diſpen- 
, which 1 apprehend us a 
Matter of vaſt Importance) added 
hereunto a plain and practical Ser- 
mon on the great Doctrine of Pro- 
vidence. And ſtanding more imme- 
diately related to ſome, who ſor ma- 
ay Years paſt have been under my 
Miniſterial Care; and 10 others 
an the Score of Friendſhip and mu- 
tual Sufferings, I have jude'd it 


proper to conclude the Whole with 


4 ſerious and carneſt Addreſs 


or 


viii The Preface. | 
or Exhortation to the Inhabitants 
in general. And I pleaſe my ſelf 
with the Hopes, that this * 
may be uſeſul to others alſo, par- 
maler to ſuch as have 1.5 12755 

or within a few Tears paſt, fore 
by the like Calamuy ; as Dorche- 
"ty Graveſend, Stowerminſter, 
H. aſtridge, Tiverton, Ramley, 


Oc. 
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A BRIEF 


ACCOUNT 


OP INN 
FIRE at Blandſord. 


e HE wonderful Yorks of God, 
e whether of Mercy or of Judg- 
SS T 915 ment, ought to be had in Re- 
d membrance, eſpecially by thoſe 
immediately concerned in 
them; yea, a Remembrance of them ought 
to be conveyed down from one Genera- 
tion to another ; according to that in the 
Prophet, Hear this ye old Men, and give 
Ear ql ye Iahabitants of the Land: Hath 
this been in your Days, or even in the Days of 
your Fathers ? Tell ye your Children of it, and 
let your Children tell their Children, and their 


B Chit 


2 A brief Account of the 


Children another Generation a. It is men- 
tioned as Matter of Reproach to the 1/- 
raelites, and as a very provoking Sin, that 
they remember'd not God's Hand; yea, they 
Joon forgat his Works*: Whereas a due 
Regard to his providential Diſpenſations is 
the Way to his Favour. Thou meeteſt him, 
with thy tender Mercies, that worketh 
Righteouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy 
Hays *. © 

Now, that a Senſe of God's rebuking 
Hand may remain freſh in our own Minds, 
and that others alſo may learn the Leſion 
he expects from it; I have, upon the beſt 
Information I could get, thrown together, 
in a ſhort Compaſs, a true, but very me- 
lancholy Account of that general CoNrTA- 
GRATION Which happened amongſt us on 
Friday, June the Fourth, 1731. 


Abour 'Two of the Clock in the Afrer- 
noon a diſmal Cry of Fire was heard in our 
Streets. The Inhabitants of the Place were 
all ſoon alarmed; ſome were called from 
their Bu/ineſs ; ſome, poſſibly, from their 
Pleaſures; ſome, perhaps, from their 
Cups: However, every one was terribly 
ſurprized; though thole one would hope 


Joel i. 2, 3. b pſal. Ixxviii. 42, and cvi. 13. 
6 Iſa. Ixiv. 5. i 
were 


FI RE at Blandford. 3 


| were in the beſt Poſture and Temper of 
Mind to bear it, who were moſt z/efuly or 
innocently imployed. 

The Fire firſt kindled on the Out-fide of 
a Soap-boile:*'s Houſe; occalioned (as he 
conjedures) by Sparks that fell from a 
Chimney upon the Thatch. Some think 
differently ; but all agree, that as to Man 
it was intirely accidental. — The Hou ſe 
ſtood on riſiug Ground where four Streets 
met, not far from the Middle of the Town. 
Our three Engines were toon brought out 
and play'd, but to no Purpoſe; for in 
little more than halt an Hour they either 
were all burnt or render d unfit ſor Ser= 
vice. 

The Wind, which fat North-Wiſt, quick- 
ly carried the Fire into diſtant Parts. 
Every Corner of theſe four Streets were 
preſently in Flames that raged onward, 
with, and againſi the Wind. The 
Fire ſpread it ſelf with that ſpeed and fury, 
that every Thing was ſoon devoured be- 
fore it, Not a Piece of Timber but what 
was burnt to a Coal, The Pewter in many 
Houſes was not only melted, bur reduced 
to Aſhes by the fervent Heat. Our Sil- 
ver, in a literal Senſe, became Droſs! 
And if any made fine Gold their Confidence, 
what a ſad Proof had they before their 
Eyes, of their extreme Fly, and its 
„ utter 


4 A brief NecouNnT of the 


utter Juſufficiency to make them hap. 
py ? | 
i Perſons (which was very obſerva- 
De) were at once ſeized with ſuch a Pa- 
nic, that they gave up the Town for hf, 
quickly after the Fire broke out. Mut 
ed thee, O thou Fire, that thou waſt ſo 
ing? That nothing could diive thee back ? 
Was it not becaute thou hadſt thy Com- 
mifiion from above ? Surely we have ſeen, 
we have felt thy Power, O Lord! Ah, 
who can ſtand before God when once he is 
angry ? 

Be fore Seven of the Clock in the Evening 
(which was about four Hours after the Fire 
began) there was fcarce an Houſe re- 
mained, but what, at leaſt, was ſo much 
in Flames, as to be paſt the Reach of 
Men to preſerve it ; except fome Jew, 
which Providence reſerved, as in Kind- 
neſs to the Owners, ſo in Pity to them who 
had zone left. 


A neighbouring Hamlet (at ſome con- 


ſiderable Diftance, and on the other Side 


of the River, in the Pariſhes of St. Mary- 
Blandford, and Brianſton) was almoſt total- 
ly conſumed allo, occaſioned by ſome Flakes 
of Fire, carried from us, and falling on 
their Thatch'd Buildings, — Only three 
Houſes were ſaved in that Hamlet; the 
Preſervation of which, conſidering on 
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>. Situation, and the Danger they were in, 
was ſurprizing to all that then beheld them, 
a- or have ſince ſeen them. 
”R Some few Houſes were remarkably pre- 
g, ſerved at the four Quarters of the Town (as 
ut you may ſee in the prefixed Plan) which 
/> we would aſcribe chiefly to a good Provi- 
2 dence; The Lord ſaid, it is enough, and the 
Fire was ftayed! Yet we would not forget 
n, the kind and the timely Aſſiſtance of ſuch 
2, as came from ſeveral Parts of the Country, 
is though they were indeed 700 /ate to attempt 
any Service for thoſe who lived farther in 
g the Town, —— A neighbouring Gentleman 
re alſo, upon the firſt Notice he had of our 
>= Diſtreſs, came with the utmoſt Speed to 
h afford us (according to his wonted Huma- 
of nity) his beſt Offices; perſwading ſome, 
w, and hiring others by preſent or promiſed 


Rewards, to help us. So that to his pru- 
10 dent Management, Direction and Care, 

it was much owing (under God) that the 
1- Fire ceaſed at two of the Quarters. — I 
le, would not paſs by here, what, we may 
y- pareſume, was no ſmall Reaſon in Provi- 
12 dence that there was not now an intire 
es Deſolation; I mean the fervent Prayers of 
on many, that God would ſtay his Hand : For, 
e at this Time, almoſt every one join'd in one 
e common and earneſt Cry unto Heaven for 


}* B 3 Mercy, 


6 A brief Accoux of the 
Mercy. God heard our Cry, and his 


Bowels were moved for us. 

The Fire ceaſed at the Eaſt Part of the 
Town, where the laſt great Fire began; 
which was on the Ninth Day of July, 
1713. Then all thoſe Houſes which nov 
eſcaped were burnt down to the Ground, 
to the further End of the Street. So that 
in ſo ſmall a Trac of Time, as within the 
Space of Twenty Tears, there's ſcarce an 
Houſe now ſtandings which has not been 
rebuilt. 


In the Day of our great Calamity, fo 


ſudden was the Fire, ſo furious, that many 


Families bad ſcarce Time to fave ay of 
their Effects; few had either Time or 
Help to ſave much : Tis true, much Houſe- 
hold Goods, as well as all Sorts of Merchan- 
diſe, were in the Beginning carried to di- 
ftant Houſes, where it was then apprehend- 
ed they were ſafe from Danger; and 
much was brought out into the Streets, in 
hopes of timely Aſſiſtance to convey it 
away. Burt, alas! they were ſoon ſadly 
diſappointed, and forced to leave to the 
devouring Flames, what they had with 
ſo much Pains and Difficulty brought thi- 
ther. Many were now thankful they could 
eſcape with their own Lives! Or, however 
their Hearts might be diſpoſed, they ſcaree 


had 
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had Time to look back on what they had 
left behind them! Which ſhould teach us 
to labour not for the Meat that periſheth, but 


for that which endureth unto everlaſting Life *, 


— — I ſhall never forget the Horror and 
Afrightment that appeared in every Coun- 
tenance, render'd yet more frightful by 
the Labour and Toil of the Day. Many 
were ſcarce known even to their neareſt 
Neighbours, ſo disfigured were they with 
Sorrow, Smoke, and Soot ! For, alas! 
The Day of the Lord was come; as a Deſtru- 
ction from the Almighty it came upon us *. 

And yet neu Surprizes, and more bitter 
AnguiſD ſeize the Hearts of many. In 
BLanprokp there was a Voice heard, Lamens 
tation and Weeping, and great Mourning : 
Many, like Rachel of old, weeping for their 
Children, and would not be comforted, becauſe 
they thought they were not. How many 
Parents, with the moſt afflicting Solicitude, 
were ſearching here and there for their loſt 
Children ! neither knowing where to find 
them, nor (for many Hours together) ſo 
much as hoping ever to fee them alive 
again! Their Fears ſtrongly ſuggeſting to 
them that their /ittle enes were devoured in 
the torturing Flames. Shocking Thought | 
But it pleaſed the Father of Mercies, by a 


9 John vi. 27. © Ifai, xiii, 6, * Matt. ii. 18, 


ſingu- 
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8 A brief Account of the 


ſingular Direction of Providence, to take 
care of thoſe prone wandring Lambs, ſome 
flying for Refuge to one Place, ſome to | 
another: Inſomuch that before the Morn- 
ing, they were all (for not one Child pe- 
riſned in the Flames) happily reſtored, 
not indeed to their Fathers Houſes (for 
Houſes they had none) but to the tranſport- 
ing Sight, and moſt endearing Embraces of 
their revived Parents; who no ſooner faſt- 
en their Eyes on theſe dear Creatures, but 
they ſhed, even for Joy, the few Tears 
they had left ; gladly catching them into 
their Arms, as being a they could now 
call their own. 

Bur, alas! hat Foy, like every Thing 
elſe in this vain Life, was foon ſwallowed up 
in freſh Sorzows. Though when they look- 
ed upon their reſcued Children, it pleaſed 
them much that none of them were 4%; 
yet to think they had loſt the Labours of 
many Years, and that by which rhey hoped 
to have made comforrable Proviſion for 
them, this ſunk their Spirits again, and be- 
came a ”2w Source of Grief, And yet 
| more Grief behind ! Their Children cry for 
1 Bread co ſatisfy their Hunger, and for 
| Driuk to quench their Thirſt. As for Bread, 
| their Parents, alas! had zone; and could 
| not or their Drizk eaſily procure them fo 

| much as Mauer. They cried for Houſes 4 
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ſo to lodge in, and for Beds to lie on; but 
very few could help them to either. Hap- 
py they, who, in ſuch deep Diſtreſs as this, 
could take comfort in our Saviour's Words, 
Let not your Hearts be rroubled ; in my Father's 
Houſe are many Maxstoxs b. 

The diſmal Night comes on; when ma- 
ny who were never inured to Haraſhip 
were obliged to lie, ſome in Barns and 
Out-Houſes ; others under the Arches of a 
large Bridge; and more under Hedges and 
in the open Air. 

The Church held out againſt the Fury of 
the Flames a long Iime, not having any 
Houſe joining to it. Ar length the Steeple 
took Fire, and that more than once; but 
by the great Care and Diligence of ſeme 
Perſons it was quenched again, However, 
about Twelve of the Clock at Night, the Fire 
was feen afreſh in the Middle of the Roof. 
This alſo might have been ſtopped at firſt 
had they had Engines, or could they have 


got Ladders and Veſſels to carry Water: 
But theſe were all burnt. 
Tuo of the Clock in the Morning before it 
broke through the Roof into a Hame. Then 


It was towards 


the Fire roared dreadfully, the Lead melted, 
the Stones ſplit and flew; nay, to fervent 


and irreſiſtible was the Heat, that the 


* 


; 5 John xiv. 1, 


Bells 


10 brief AccounT of the 


Bells themſelves diſſolved and ran down in 
Streams. 5 

It was a Mercy, however, that this ſpa- 
cious Pile of Building was burnt no ſooner ; 
for ſeveral who had carried their Goods 
into it, and betook themſelves for Shelter 
within its Walls, were not able for ſome 
Time, without great Hazard of their 
Lives, either to retreat from, or to bear 


the ſcorching t ! {om the Houſes that 
were burning ound it: Whilſt others 
were ghd to own behind the Tomb- 
Stones, bie 1 Shadow to them from 


the fervent Heat on oze Side, as the Church 
it ſelf was en the other, until the Fire about 
it was ſo far abated as to give them Oppor- 
tunity to ſave themſelves, and to carry off 
the Effects they had with them. 

In other Calamities the Deſcription com- 
monly exceeds the Truth; but ours was 
ſuch that it ſurpaſſed all the Repreſentations 
that have ever been made of it. 

A Town, which the other Day was ſo 
agreeable to its Inhabitants, and to Strangers 
that paſſed through it, can't now be looł- 
ed upon without Horror, nor be paſſed 
through without Danger. Now the Feet 
that walk therein are even ſcorched wich 
burning Heat; and Perſons are obliged 
to look narrowly about them, as they 
haſte along, leſt bowing Walls and tot- 

tering 
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tering Chimnies (which appeared at a Diſtance 
like craggy Rocks) ſhould, being deprived 
of their uſual Supports, fall upon them, 
and encreaſe the mournful Number of thoſe 
that were already dead, —— A continual 
Fire and Smoke for ſome Days (ted by the 
Remains of ruined Houſes, and thoſe Stores 
of Wood and Coal the Inhabitants had laid 
up for their Winter Fewel) were vomited 


out, as from ſo many ſubterraneous Volca- 
no's: So that it might be truly ſaid of this 


Place; The Lord poured out bis fierce An- 
ger, and kindled a Fire therein, and it hath 
devoured the Foundations thereof. But to 


return; 


All the follouing Night, while the Fire 
was flowly abating, ſome were employed 
in keeping Watch over the few Houſes that 
were ſpared ; others in ſearching after their 
loſt Relations and Children, Some of their 
Friends they found dead in the Streets, 
part of them conſumed with the Flames, 
while the melancholy Remains of them were 
burnt Black as an Hearth, and even roaſt- 
ed in the Fire. Theſe Remains of human 
Bodies which they now found, together 
with others which after ſome Days were 
dug our from under the Ruins of Houſes, 
ſome in one Place, ſome in another, that 


* Lam, iv. 11, 
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12 A brief ACCOUNT of the 


by Circumſtances they gueſſed to be the 
Relicks of their dead Relatives, they carri- 
ed to the uſual Place of Burial for their 
more decent Interment. 

The Number of thoſe that periſhed has 
been generally reckoned to be Sixteen ; 
but upon the beſt Inquiry I could make I 
can't find they were more than Thirteen ; 
not one Child (as has been already ob- 
ſerv'd) but moſt of them aged Perſons, viz. 
three Men and ten Women. — One of thoſe 
who were burnt to Death was ſeen at a 
Diſtance endeavouring to make her Eſcape. 
She ſoon dropt down, her Cloaths being 
on Fire about her. The Perſon who faw 
her could not with Safety attempt her Pre— 


fervation, ſhe being encompaſs'd with. 


Flames. =— Another, in like Danger, was 
feaſonably reſcued by her Son, who went 
with a Friend of his to ſeek after her. 
They eſpied her at ſome Diſtance in the 
Street, ſurrounded with Smoke and Fire. 
At firſt they were afraid to come near, 
thinking it impracticable to ſave her and 
themſelves too. However her S ar laſt 
ventured, took her by the Arm, and they 
brought her off the leaſt dangerous Way 
they could fee, through a Gate-Houſe 
that ſoon after fell down. All three were 
mercifully preſerved. Another who 
had but little Hopes of faving himſelf, 3 

2 e 


x. 
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he was hurrying along, an aged Human ear- 
neſtly craved his Help. He delired her to 
hold faſt by the Skirt of his Coat ; which 
ſhe did, till he had helped her on ſo far 
that he preſumed ſhe had been ſafe. But 
being in ſo much Danger himſelf, he had 
neither Time nor Power to be any longer 
thoughtful about her ; for he had gone 
but a little farther e'er the Heat was fo 
ſtrong that it took away his Breath. He 
dropt down, and was unable to riſe again 
but was taken up by one that opportunely 
came by, and his Life was ſaved ; while 
the poor Woman (to whom he had afford- 
ed all the good Offices he was able in his 
then dangerous Circumſtances) was burnt 
in the Street. Another Man, appre= 
hending that his Mie and his Child (tho' 
ſafe elſewhere) had been left in his Houſe, 


when it was in Flames, (tortur'd, no doubt, 


with different Paſſions, Love to his Wife 
and Child, Fear of loſing his own Life, 
with Hopes that by a bold Attempt all 
might be preſerved) ventured in, and (af- 
ter he had found his Miſtake) with great 
Hazard made his Eſcape out again, being 
almoſt ſcorched to Death. —— A Gentle- 
man of the Town returning from the Place 
where the Fire firſt began, to his own 
Houle, was unexpectedly ſurrounded with 
Flames. After he * pafed the Fire at 


oue 


| 
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one Place he came to another that was im- 
paſſable; fo that he was obliged to make 
his Retreat with the utmoſt Danger of his 
Life, being miſerably burnt. Soon after 
this he made the beſt of his Way over the 
River, 1nto the Pariſh of St. Mary-Bland- 
ford, to a Friend's Houſe there, and ha- 
ving anointed his Hands and his Face 
with ſome Oil, he laid himſelf down upon 
the Bed. Bur, alas! in a very ſhort 
Time that Place was in Flames alſo, and 
he was forced to ſeek for Refuge elſe- 


where. Reſtleſs World indeed! Happy 


they who have a Reſt remaining for them in a 
better. 

Many others were in the greateſt Danger, 
running for their Lives through the Streets, 
ſcarce able to keep themſelves on their 
Legs, holding Handkerchiefs up to their 
Faces to keep their Breath, and to defend 
them from the ſcorching Heat; while 
others leaped out of Windows to fave them- 
ſelves, no other Way being left for their 
Deliverance. What Multitudes muſt have 
periſhed had the Calamity happened in 
the Night! Good God, we bleſs thee that 
in the Midſt of Judgment thou didſt remember 
Mercy. 

One of the Surgeons of this Place return- 
ing out of the Country whilſt the Town 


was on Fire, ventured into the Heart of 
it 
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it in queſt of his aged Mother (his Houſe 
being ſituated there) and was ſo ſcorched 
with the Flames, that for ſome Jime he 
needed the Aſſiſtance he would gladly 
have afforded : While another Gentleman 
of the ſame Profeſſion had his Perſon and 
his Houſe both kindly and providentially 
preſerved; many needing his Help and his 
Medicines too, to mitigate their rorturing 
Pains. He had upwards of Fifty under 
his Care at once, who all recovered, tho' 
ſome of them were burnt to that degree, 
and their Pains were ſo exquiſite, that 
they could have wiſhed themſelves out of 
this afflicting World, —— What Scenes 
of Sorrow were opened in a few Hours ! How 
many weeping Eyes and bleeding Hearts! 


Wie have often read, That Man is born un- 


to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward * ; but 


never experienced this“ fo ſenſiblyc i, 


as now. Shall we any more ſay in our Pro- 
ſperity, we ſhall never be moved“? 

The Small Pox at the ſame Time pre- 
vailed in the Town. This render'd the 
ot her Calamity doubly afflictive to the Hou- 
ſes in which it was. About Sixty Fami- 
lies, by Computation, were then viſited 
with that Diſtemper. Mor one indeed of 
the Sick periſhed in the Flames; but then 


K Pal. xxx. 6, 
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i Job v. 7. 


: 
n 


16 A brief ACCOUNT of the 


they were many of them expoſed to the 
greateſt Hazard other ways. Some l/ittle 
ohe, in this hurrying Time were ſnatched 
p out of thelr Beds, and carried away 
without any Tring alinoſt about them, ſo that 
their tender Mothers were forced to ſtrip 


. th;emlelves of part of their neceſſary Gar- 


ments to cover them. And in this aiſ- 
eaſed and expeſed Condition ſome Perſons 
were laid in the open Fields, ſome under 
Hedges, and the Arches of the Bridge, in- 
rermixed with %% that but a little before 
fled from the [nfeftion. Some, who 
were down of the Diſtemper and left in 
their Beds (in this Time of general Con- 
fuſion) by thoſe that attended them, were 
ſoon rouſed with the dreadſul Cry of Fire, . 
and its roaring Flames; who in the 
Fright tore open their Eyes to ſee their 


Danger, and ke their Eſcape, and 


wrapping up themſelves in part of their 
Bed-Cloaths, made the beſt Speed their 
weak State would admit of, into the Gar- 
dens for Security: And yet though they 
had for ſome Time no ſhelter there but 


. what the Hedges or Trees afforded them, 


they recovered. 

Others, when the Fire drew near their 
Dwellings, carried «off their ſick Children and 
Friends to diſtant Houſes, for greater Safe- 


ty. But no ſooner had they quieted them- 
| ſelyes 
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ſelves a little with this imaginary Eſcape, 
and with the Hopes of gaining by this 
Means, a little Time, to ſave a Part of 
their Goods, but they were again alarm'd 
with the ſad Tidings, that the Fire had 


| ſeized thoſe Houſes alſo. And now they 


are brought to yeild to what they could not 
at firſt think of without Horror, viz. to 


carry their Sick into the open Fields, and 


were thankful they could thus ſave them 
from the devouring Flames. It is well, 
conſidering what a World we live in, that 
human Nature is ſo framed, that often- 
times ſome greater Troubles ſeem to ſwallow 
up, or reconcile us unto Her ones. That 
which once was the Object of our Dread, 
may, upon the Compariſon, become de- 
firable, and Matter of Choice, 

The Phyficians, in the mean Time, took 
the beſt Care of them they were able; 
and through the timely and benevolent 
Proviſion of fome Apothecaries in this Town 
(who ſent immediately to Salisbury and elſe- 
where for fuch Medicines as were moſt 
needed) they were ſoon tolerably ſupply'd : 


And within a Day or two after the Fire 


two or three neighbouring Gentlemen looked 
in upon us, and lefc Forty Gauineas for the 
Relief of theſe and the other Sufferers. Such. 
kind and early Acts of Compaſſion deſerve our 
moſt grateful Remembrance. 

C3 Yer 
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Yet upon the Whole, our Condition was 
melancholy beyond Expreſſion; our Cala- 
mities were great and numberleſs; thoſe that 
appeared before in Chance of Raiment now 
were glad even of nef/ary Garments ; and 
thoſe that lived delicately, and fared ſump- 
tuonſly every Day, were now thankful for 
a Morſel of Brend. As the Reverend Mr. 
Pitt, in a Poem lately publiſhed upon this 
melancholy Sulſect, repreſents our Caſe ; 


The Scarlet robd, who late on Dainties fed, 
With their own Slaves partake the Gift of Bread, 


The Morning after the Fire there was a 
great Scarcity of Proviſion. However, 
ſome Supplies were immediately thought 
of, and found There were tuo Ovens full 
of Loaves, which were ſet in a little be- 
fore the Fire began; zkeſe, though bak'd 
to a Cruſt (for the Houſes were both burnt 
to which the Ovens belong'd) were very 
acceptable. But before Night we had freſh 
Supplies ſent in from the neighbouring Pa- 
riſhes, — The Sabbath-Day after the Fire, 
and for ſome Days following, Waggon 
Loads of Bread and Beer, with ſome Fleſh, 
were kindly and liberally ſent us from 
the Places about us; as from Shaftsbury, 
Pool, Wimborne, Dorcheſter, Wareham, Beer, 
&c. Among many others, a neighbouring 

Gentle- 
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Gentleman was ſo generous, as to fend in 
conſiderable Quantities of Mheat and ſome 
fat Oxen. We were by this Time ſo very 
defirous of Fleſh, we had ſcarce Patience to 
ſay till it was diſtributed to us. 

Liberal Colleftioms were ſoon made in 
ſeveral of the adjacent Towns, and Sums of 
Money ſent us from private Hands ; part of 
which was given away (to ſome more, to 
others Jeſs) ro buy Utenſils, and ſuch 
Things as were neceſſary for their ſeveral 
Inployments, Part allo of this early Cha- 
rity was laid out upon Sheep and Swine ; 
which were killed and diſtributed twice a 
Week, in ſuch Portions as were anſwers 
able to the Number of the Families that 
partook of them. 

Care alſo was taken to build Barracks, 
for the Reception of ſuch as lay expoſed 
to the open Air. The Number of the 
Barracks was upwards of Sixty. They were 
built with Boards ; and before the Winter 
drew on were covered with Thatch, "Thoſe 
who dwelt in them run up Chimnies, and 
ſtopt the Crevices with Moſs and other 
Things. Some Families continue to reſide 
In them to this Day. Large Sums were 
Jaid out in buying Linen and Rugs, and 
Blankets, for ſuch as were in great Diſtreſs 
for want of them. Four Hundred Fa- 


\milies were burnt ont, and many of them 
t I reduced 
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reduced to great Extremity, ſo that ſeve- 
ral hundred Pounds of the publich Charity 
were expended in their preſent Mainte- 
nance, and to put them in a Way towards 
the better ſubſiſting themſelves for the 
Future, 

The whole Loſs given in upon Oath (for 
every one was ſworn to the Account that 
he brought in) over and above all [uſuran- 


ces, amounted to eighty four Thouſaud three 


Hundred and forty eight Pounds, — Now 
leſt any ſhould imagine that the Diſtribu- 
tions already made are much greater than 
they really are, it mayn't be improper to 
take Notice, that hitherto they have 
amounted to no more than fix Shillings to 
the Pound, There remains one Dividend 
more to be made, ariſing from what was 


given to the Briefs, which will amount to no 


more than three Pence, or four Pence in 
the Pound ; however, at moſt, it will not 
come up to ſix Pence in the Pound. 


| The Truſtees appointed by Act of Parliament, ave a. 


ola; The Honourable George Dodington, Sir Willi- 
am Nappier, Sir William Chapple, Sir James Thorn- 
hill; George Chathn, Edmund Morcton Pleydell, 
William Portman, Henry Drax, George Trenchard, 
Richard Bingham, Robert Henley, William Churchill, 
John Dennet, Humphry Sturt, John Banks, Joſhua 
Churchill, Robert Lewen, Robert Mitchell, Walter 
Ridout, and Robert Snooke, 
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As ſeveral Perſons never received any 
Part of the public Charities at all, ſo others 
who received their Share of the firſt Divi- 
dend (which was only two Shiltugs to the 
Pound) were afterwards excluded, by an 
Order made at a Meeting of ſome of the 
Truſtees, from having any further Share. 


21 


But notwithſtanding the Diſtributions have 


amounted to no more, by reaſon of the 
Greatneſs of our Loſs, yet great, ſurpriſing- 
ly great, was the Bounty of our Fellow- 
Chriſtians. A moſt remarkable Spirit of 


Charity has been diſcovered in the Britiſh 


Nation upon this and ſuch like Occaſions. 


Where Liberty prevails moſt, the Iahabi- 
tant of ſuch Countries, as they are moſt 


capable of, fo we lind they are moſt in- 


clined to Acts of generous Benevoleuce. 


Our Calamities ſoon reached the Ears, 


and touched the Hearts of Perſons of all. 


Ranks and Orders among us with the ut- 


moſt Compaſſion 


both which I cannot 


ſum up in Terms more pertinent and pa- 


67 


Ky [4 * 
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ec 6 : f 
„ uhat Deſolation it carried along with 


-. thetic than in thoſe of the Reverend Mr. 
Harris of Graveſend, on the like mournful 


Occaſion, — When we call to mind 
the Calamity that { lately] befel us; 
when we conſider how unexpectedly it 
aroſe, how faſt it gathered Strength, 
with what Progreſs it advanced, and 
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it; how in a few Hours ſpace it de- 
ſtroyed our Wealth and Poſſeſſions, and 
the Means and Effects of our Induſtry : 
When we remember the ſudden Alte- 
ration that [a few Hours] made in the 
Condition and Fortunes of our Neigh- 
bours and Friends, driving out many of 
them naked and deſtitute, depriving 


them in an inſtante of their Habitations 


and Employments, and leaving them 


utterly at a Loſs to provide for their 


daily Neceſſity, or where to lay their 
Heads, More eſpecially when we con- 
ſider the Deſolation and Deſtruction 
that at the ſame Time, and by the ſame 
Means, befel the [Places of our reli- 


gious Aſſemblies;] that at that very 


Juncture, when we ſtood moſt in need 
of Aſſembling our ſelves together, and 


of confeſſing and bewailing our Iniqui- 


ties, and of vowing a better Obedience 
for the Time to come, and of hearing 


God ſpeak — by his Miniſters, that 
at that very Juncture, I ſay, we were 
deprived of theſe external Means both 
of Repentance and Conſolation. When 
we remember and conſider theſe Things, 
how juſtly may we apply to our ſelves - 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt, In Chaſten- | 
ing the Lord hath chaſtened me; or, the | 


But 


Lord hath chaſtened me ſore. 


ec 


ee 
— 


FIRE at Blandford. 23 


*© But then the Words that follow are 
no leſs applicable to our State and 
Condition than the former; and we 
can with equal Juſtice. and Propriety 
ſay, But he hath not given me over unto 
Death. We can truly ſay, that he hath 
not dealt with us after our Sins, nor re- 
warded us according to our Iniquities ; 
that he hath corrected us but not in his 
Anger, ſince in the Midſt of Judgment 
he remember'd- Mercy. Though the 
Flames were fierce and dreadful yet he 
did not overthrow us, as he did the Ci- 
ties of Sodom and Gomorrah, nor make 
us a ſtanding Memorial of his Wrath to 
all ſucceeding Ages; but as a moſt ten- 
der and compaſſionate Father, he had 
Mercy on us; and as ſoon as he ſaw 
our Adverſity he was moved to pity 
and commiſerate our Diſtreſs. Many 
were the Hearts and Hands that he 
then opened ; many and gracious were 
the refreſhing Showers that he then 
poured down upon our Heads; and 
by the ſpeedy and liberal Contributions 
that were then raiſed, were the imme- 


diate and urgent Neceſſities of many 


poor Sufferers ſupplied, and they in a 
Meaſure preſerved from Hunger, Cold, 
and Nakedneſs; Evils, which after fo 
deplorable a Calamity ſeem'd almoſt 

** unayoid- 
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* unavoidable. Perfons of the higheſt 
* Rank, and in the moſt eminent Stati- 
* ons, did not think it beneath their 
© Dignity to take pity on us, to beſtow 
* to the Relief of our Neceſſities out of 
ce their Abundance; and by their Exam- 
* ple, Authority, and Intereſt, to excite 
* and promote the like generous Diſpo- 
“ ſition in others. And what greater 
* Comfort and Conſolation under to ſore 
* a Calamity could we wiſh for or deſire, 
K ** than to have our preſent moſt gracious 
* Sovereign, his illuſtrious Conſort [and 
* his Highneſs the Prince of Male,) 
touched with a lively Senſe of our Miſe- 
& ries and Misforcunes, and their Hearts 
* overflowing in Streams of Pity and 
* Compaſſion, of Bounty and Liberality 2 
* towards us; thereby ſatisfying the | r 
de empty Soul, and filling the hungry Soul 2 
* with Goodneſs; and in their Perſons f 
* verifying what the Prophet 1ſaiah had | t 
* long before uttered concerning the | v 
“ Church in its moſt flouriſhing Eftate, | 1 
& Kings ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, and | « 
© Oueens thy Nurſing Mothers . e 
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m Hrs preſent Majeſiy gave to the poor Syfferers locol. 
the Queen 205 l. the Prince of Wales 10: 1, zo be diſtri- 
buted by the VPirection of the Honourable George Do- 
dington. 
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But to come to a Concluſion of this ſad 
Story; if after ſuch ſevere Strokes of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure which we have felt, and 
after ſuch eminent Appearaxces of the Divine 
Goodneſs on our Behalf, we ſhould treſ- 
paſs yet more againſt the Lord, will not 
the following Mark of Infamy be juſtly ſet 
upon us, This is TAT BTANDTORD! To 
prevent which ignominious Brand, give 
me leave to ſubjoin ſome ſerious Conſide- 
rations upon the Subject of Divine Provi- 
dence; which, with the Addreſs that fol- 
lows, may, through the Divine Bleſſing, 


be of Service to us all, if conſcientiouſly 


improved by us. 


N.B. Many other Particulars, remarkable 
and affecting, to thoſe eſpecially who were 


more immediately concern'd in them, might 


have been inſerted here alſo; but I have 
found my ſelf under a Neceſſity not only 


to omit them, but conſiderably to contract 
what I had at firſt thrown together, both 
in the foregoing Hiſtory and the following 
' Addreſs, that the Price may be ealy to 
every Buyer. 


SERMON : 


PREACHE PD at 75 


BLANDFOR D, 


{ 

JUNE the 4th. 1735. t 

4th. 1735 ; 

q ef. Ne. xl . d d. . AE N 
j | 1 1 
5 PSAL. cxix. 91. R 
TE | a 
; Al are thy Servants. | 1 
. = 
1 HE Doctrine of a Providence is 8 
i IN» fo reaſonable and comfortable V 
ö WE a Notion, that no one can well ÞP 
9 forbear giving in to the e- 4 
1 © lijef of it, or even wiſhing it © 
/ to be true; no one would chooſe to have © 
1 it otherwiſe, but thoſe whoſe Conſciences \ 


il | tell 
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tell them, they have by their Sins juſtly 


forfeited its Care. Such may well dread 
the almighty Governor of the World, who 
can make, if he ſees fitting, the meaneſt 
of his Creatures, or the moſt uſeful, Inſtru- 
ments of their Ruin. 

No wonder that the Epicureans denied 
a Providence, who ridiculouſly imagined 
the World was formed by Chance, Could 
we believe the one we might conſiſtently de- 
ny the other: Whereas © Confuſion (as 
* one obſerves) is the Effect of Chance, 
* but Order the Product of Art and Indu- 
e try.” Now Order and Harmony are 
ſo evident in all the Parts of the Univerſe, 
that they clearly point out a defigning, go- 
veruing Cauſe, Which Way ſoever we turn 
our Eyes, or employ our Thoughts, we 
may trace the Footſteps of Divine Wiſdom 
in the amazing Formation of Things, in 
their admirable Dependance one upon 
another, and in their general and known 
Uſefulneſs, If we look to the Heavens 
abow's, the glorious Luminaries there, to= 
gether with their ſteady and conſtant Re— 
volutions, and benign Influences upon us, 
plainly beſpeak the confummate Wiſdom 
and Skill of the great Architect. If we 
traverſe the Earth on which we live, and 
take a View of the various Animals and 
Vegetables in their ſurprizing and beauti=- 
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ſul Formation, Preſervation, and Succeſ- 
ſions, theſe all proclaim aloud their wiſe 
and great Author, and his ſuperintending 
Providence. Yea, when we dig into the 
Bowels of the Earth, ſuch uſeful Materials 
are produced from thence, as bring with 
them new Proofs of the Doctrine here aſ- 
ſerted. Again, if we deſcend into the 
Deep, the Sea, with the Things that are 
therein, together with its conſtant Flux 
and Reflux, declare the Glory of God, 
his handy Work, and his commanding 
Influence. In ſhort, who is there, bur 
will, upon a mature Conſideration of 
Things, find himſelf under a kind of Ne- 
ceflity (if he will follow the Dictates of 


Tight Reaſon) of rejecting the abſurd No- 


tion of an accidental World, and of con- 
feſſing, that by a wiſe and omnipotent 
God all Things were nude, and that by 
him all Things conſiſt, 

* He that tells me (ſays Archbiſhop 


de this great and curious Frame of the 


Ge World was made by Chance, I could 
« much more believe him, if he ſhould 
* tell me that Henry the Seventh's Chapel, 
in Maſiminſter, was not built by any 
“% mortal Man, but the Stones did grow 
* in thoſe Forms into which they ſeem 
to us to be cut and graven ; the ys 
* an 
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and Timber, and Iron, and Braſs, and 
all the other Materials, came thither by 
Chance, and upon a Day met all happi- 
ly together, and put themſelves into 
that delicate Order in which ue ſee 
them ſo cloſe compacted, that it muſt 
be a great Chance that parts them again. 
Now is it not much eaſier to imagine 
* how a skilful Workman ſhould raiſe a 


© Building, than how Timber and Stones, 


1 
1 


and how that Variety of Materials, 
which is required to a great and ſtately 


Building, ſhould meet together all of a 


© juſt Bigneſs, and exactly fitted, and by 


* Chance take their Places, and range 
© themſelves into that Order.” 

The Doctrine of Providence is plainly 
reveal'd in Scripture, and what every ſin- 
cere Chriſtian accounts himſelf vaſtly in- 
debted to God for. This great Truth, ſo 
much the Comfc.t of all good Men, the 
Pſalmiſt plainly aſſerts in the Words of my 
Text; They continue this Day according to 


.3 thiue Ordinances: For all are thy Servants, 


i. e. as God made the Earth by his Power, . 
eſtabliſhed the World by bis Wiſdom, and 


1 firetched out the Heavens by his Diſcretion ®;. 


fo they abide according to the Divine Ap- 
pointment to this Day: And they not on- 


„ en 


D OP ly. 


* 
* . 
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ly remain as a manifeſt and convincing 
Proof of the Being of God, and as a ſig- 
nal Diſplay of his glorious Perfections in 
their firſt moſt beautiful and harmonious 
Formation; but they continue this Day 
accordirg to his Ordinances, that he may 
uſe and employ them to fulfil the wite 


and righteous Purpoſes of his providentiat 


Government, in the ſeveral Ages of the 
World; For all are his Servants ; all are his 
Servants, i. e. the Heaven, the Earth, and 
the Seas; the Sun, the Moon, and the 
Stars; the Earth with all that is thereon, 
and whatſoever paſeth through the Paths of 
the Seas, are obedient to the ſovereign 
Will of their great Lord and Creator: O 
God! thou art the abſolute and ſole 


Lord of the Univerſe; who is a God like 


unto thee! All thy Creatures from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, from the greateſt to 
the meaneſt, whether rational or irratio- 
nal, whether animate or inanimate, ſhall 
obey thy Voice; Ut ſervi Heris, as Ser- 
vants their Maſters; For all are thy Ser- 
wants; obediunt & adſunt tibi ad nutum ® ; 
a Word, a Look, a Nod of thine will 
make them all ſwift to fulfil thy Plea- 
ſure. 


0 Pocl's Sy nop. Crit ic. 
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Now that I may the better anſwer the 
Deſign of this Day, I ſhall ſnew, 


I. That the Divine Providence extends 
to all Parts of the Creation. 

II. That the ſeveral Parts of the Crea- 
tion, as under his Direction, ſhall 
ſubſerve his Will and Fleature. 

III. How, or in what Manner the Pro- 
vidence of God makes uſe of them 
to accompliſh his Will. And, 

IV. What we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
to be ſome of the ſpecial Intentions 
of Providence under any uncommon 
Events, relating to larger or leſſer 
Societies of Men, or to particular 


Perſons. Of thele in their Order. 


I. That the Divine Providence. extends to 

all Parts of the Creation, 

There is nothing but whar comes under 
his Cognizance and Care. He is every 
Way able to govern the World withour 
any I: ficulty, yea, with all poſſible Eaſe. 


None can controul him, or ſay, what doſt 


thou? He deth whatſcever he pleaſeth in the 
Aim of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants 


"0 


N 


of the Eurthb. His Ability is manifeſt 
from his infinite Knowledge, Wiſdom, 


Dan. iv. 25, 
Power, 
b 
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Power, Patience and Immenſity. From. 
whence we may infer the Certainty of his W. 
univerſal Providence; eſpecially, when we 
conſider his overflowing Goodneſs, toge- 7 
ther with the near Relation he ſtands in to G 
the whole as the Creator of the World. F. 
All Things were made by him . N are all £0 
the Work of his Hands; we are his Off- th 
ſpring”. The Unconcernedneſs of tlie 


. Oftrich for her young Ones is mentioned th 
1 as unnatural and cruel, She is harden'd A, 
un 


K againſt her young Ones, as though they were * 
not hers*, Nothing renders a Man, eſpe- lic 
cially a Chriſtian, more infamous, than to 
be without atural Afﬀection *, than not to of 
provide for his own", If any Thing of this 9, 
Nature be an Imperſection in an irratio- 
nal Creature, and a groſs Crime in a ra- 
tional Creature, ſurely then every Thing 
of this Kind muſt be at an infinite Remove Pr 
from the great Parent of all Beings, in 
1 whom dwells every Perfection. 

It was owing to their Ignorance of God, Ex 


"oy 

1 that the Heathens imagined the leſſer rs 

Things of Life were not the Concern of 2 

A Heaven. Magna curant Dii, parva negli- 4 

1 gunt, Cicero. But God knows all Things, - 

50 fills all Things; is every where preſen: 4 Je 

i dei 

My q John i. Jo 7 Acts XV11, 28. « Jod xXAxIix. 16, | 

bf 2 Tim. iii. 3. vi Tim. v. 8. = 
| 295 


1 
29, 3 2s 
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with all Things, and doubtleſs takes care 
of, guides and governs all Things. Am 


1 a God at Hand, ſaith the Lord, and not a 


God afar ? Can any hide himſelf in ſecret 
Places, that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the 
Lord! Do not I fill Heaven and Earth, ſaith 
the Lord“ 

As the Providence of God extends to 
the nobleſt Angel in the higheſt Heaven, 
Angels, Authorities, and Powers, are ſubject 
unto him”; ſo allo to the moſt inſigni- 
ficant Creature in this World. Are not 
two Sparrows ſold for a Farthing? And one 
of them ſhall not fall on the Ground without 


your Father. But the very Hairs of your 
Head are all numbered“. 


The civth Eſalm throughout is a moſt 
admirable Deſcription of the extenſive 


Providence of God. There we find that 
the Heaven, the Earth and Seas, and all 


Things that are in them, as they had their 


Exiſtence from him, fo they have their abſo- 
lute Dependance on him. Theſe wait all upon 
these, that thou mayeſt give them their Meat in 
due Seaſon, That thou giveſt them they ga- 
ther, &c. — Thou takeſt away their Breath, 
they die, — ver. 27, 28. And if the Provi- 
' dence of God extends to the more ignoble 


* Jer, xxiii. 23, 24. J 1 Pet. iii, 22, * Matt. x. 


Parts. 
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Parts of the Creation, to the Birds of the 
Air, to the Beaſts of the Field, «ind to the 
Lillies that grow there *; much mote to his 
rational and ſuperior Creatures; and more 
eſpecially unto good Men, who are a Part 
of his own Family, his Children. The Eyes of 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the Behalf of 


them whoſe Heart is perfect towards him. 


And if we are by Chriſt's Order to be pe- 
culiarly benevolent to his Diſciples ; As 
we have Opportunity let us do good unto all 
Meu, eſpecially unto them who are of the 
Houſhold of Faith<; how much more will 
our Lord himſelf have his little Flock under 
his peculiar Care. Yea, his particular 
Concern for theſe is urged as an Argu- 
ment againſt the ill Treatment of any, even 
the leaſt of them. Take heed therefore that 
ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little Ones; fer I ſay 


unto you, that in Heaven their Angels do al- 
ways behold the Pace of my Father which is in 
Heaven ; who as Miniſters of Divine Pro- 


vidence ſtand ready to receive and execute 


their Commiſſion from God, to avenge the 


iin Uſage his Children meet with from 
Men. Sinners, were they wiſe, would 


for their own ſake, dread being unkind 


* Matt, vi. 26, 30. * 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Gal. 
VL. 10, © Matt, xviu, 10. 


and 


his Gl be i {| V wo t 
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and cruel to any of the Servants of the 


moſt high God, whoſe Concern for them 


will procure his Reſentment againſt their 
- mercileſs Enemies. 


As the Divine Providence extends to all 


Parts of the Creation, ſo 


II. Theſe ſeveral Parts of the Creation, as 
under God's Direction, have, and ſhall - 
ſubſerve his Will and Pleaſure, = For 
all are thy Servants, 

Here I could produce a great Variety of 
Inſtances to ſhew, that the rational, irra- 
tional, and inanimate Parts of the Crea- 
tion, are all made uſe of as Inſtruments 


to accompliſh the Divine Purpoſes in the 


Government of the World. 


To begin with the moſt excellent, The 


glorious Inhabitants of Heaven, the An- 


— 


gels of God have been imployed by him 


for this end: Thus they went and com- 
forted Jacob in his lonely and diſtreſſed 
Condition. So an angelic Hoſt encom- 
paſſed and ſecured Eliſha and his Servant, 
when they ſtruck their Enemies with Blind- 
neſs, and delivered them over to their 
Will. The Angel of the Lord ſmote 
the Camp of the Aſhrians at his Command, 


© Gen, xxviti, 12, 2 Kings vi. 17, 18, 


even 
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even an hundred fourſcore and five Thouſands. 


Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth 


to miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Sal- 


vation? They do his Commandments, hearkens- | 
ing to the Voice of his Word. They do his 


Pleaſure *, 

The once exalted, but now moſt aban- 
doned Part of the Creation, even apoſtate 
Spirits, are forced to quit thoſe whom 
they poſſeſſed, when the Lord of all has 
A can to ſerve thereby worthy of him- 
elf. 

Good Men, under the Divine Influences, 
are perſuaded to do their beſt to fulfil 
God's Word; and bad Men, though 
againſt their Inclinations and Deſign, are 
ſo over- ruled, as to help forward the 
Counſels of the Almighty. O Aſſyrian, 
the Rod of miue Anger, and the Staff in their 
Hand is mine Indignation. Howbeit, be 
meaneth not ſo, neither doth his Heart 
think ſo ©. 

The animate irrational Parts of the 
Creation, even the Birds and Beaſts of 
Prey, have been, and are at hand to ſerve 
the Purpoſes of his Providence, either to 
preſerve his Servants, or puniſh his Ene- 
mies. Thus at God's Command the Ra- 


5 2 Kings xix. 35. Ifai. xxxvii. 36, h Heb, i. 14. 
4 * 8 © , 
i Pſal. ciii. 20, 21. * Iſai. x. 7, 


vens 
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vens ! ſhall ſeed the Prophet Elijah : The 


Lions ſhall fawn on Dazie! whilſt they in- 


ſtantly devonr his Accuſers“. In the 
Time of Egypr's Plagues what Swarms of 
Inſects infeſt their Land at his ſovereign 
Word ! He ſpake, and there came divers ſorts 
of Flies, and Lice in all their Coaſts, He 
 ſpake and the Locuſis came, and Caterpillars, 
and that without Number. If God plea- 
ſes, by the Worms we tread under our 
Feet, the lofty Looks of Men ſhall be humbled, 
and the Haughtineſs of Meu, yea, of Kings, 
ſhall be brought down, even to the Duſt. 
And immediately the Angel of the Lord ſmote 
\ Herod, becauſe he gave not God the Glory: 
And he was eaten of Worms and gave up the 
Ghoſt ®, f 
The inanimate Parts of God's Creation 
alſo have, and ſhall ſerve the Purpoſes of 
their abſolute Lord; or all are his Ser- 
- vants, Thus the heavenly Luminaries, 
though they ordinarily obey the ſtanding 
Laws of their great Maker, and keep 
their wonted Courſes, yet if the fulfilling 
his Will demands it, and a new Law be 


' 2? Oy, if by Ravens we are to underſtand ſome of 
the human Race, as ſome will have it, yet it was 
ou ing to the ſame interpoſing Hand of God that they 
were ſo kind and benevolent to his Servant BAHjab. 

S "1 Kings xvii. 4,6. Dan, vi. 22, 24. Pal. 
ev. 31, 34. ] Acts xü. 23. 
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iſſued forth from the Throne of Heaven, 
they inſtantly obey it, and ceaſe their 
Motion. Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, 
and thou Moon in the Valley of Ajalon. And 
the Sun ſtood ſtill, and the Moon flayed *. The 
Stars, at God's bidding, in their Courſe; 
fourht againſt Siſera r. He has his Treaſures 
of the Snow, and Treaſures of the Hail, which 
he hath reſerved againſt the Time of Trouble, 
againſt the Day of Battle and War. Thus 
we read, that the Lord caſt down great Hail- 
ſtones from Heaven upon them, viz, the Amo— 
rites, unto Azekah, and they died*, Storms 
and Tempeſts ſhall riſe high, and rage 
vehemently, or huſh into Silence, at a 


Word of Command from him. He gat her- 


eth the Wind in his Fiſts, Thus our Lord 
rebuked the Wind, and ſaid unto the Sea, 
Peace, be ſlill; And the Mind ceaſed, and 


there was a great Calm. Fire and Water be- 


come raging and deſtructive, if ſuch be 


their Commiſhon from the eternal God. | 


Theſe, as we commonly obſerve, are good 


Servants, but bad Maſters ; and yer even“ 
then, when they grow too powerful for þ 


our Reſtraint, and bear down all before 


them, they are God's Servants, and ac-| 


compliſh his righteous Purpoſes. By the 


$ Job xxxvii. 


Jjudges v. 20. 
* Mark 


© Joſh, x, 11. Prov. xxx. 4. 


Joſh. x. 12, 13. 
22, 33, 


"Iv. 39. 
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ane and by the other, God has deſtroyed 
both Perſons and Places : And there came 
down Fire from Heaven and deſtroyed Aha- 
ziah' Captain and his fit)“. By an Inun- 
dation * of the River Xion the Enemies 
of God's 1ſrael were deſtroyed. The Ri- 
ver Kiſhon ſwept them away, that ancient 
River, the River Kiſhon*. As by the one 
God delug'd the old World, fo by the 
other the preſent ſhall be confumed : The 
Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat; the 
Earth alſo, and the Works that are therein, 
ball be burnt up®, 
What Folly then, to make this God 
our Enemy, who can arm the whole 
Creation againſt us; and can make that 
which we daily uſe and need, to be the 
Inſtrument of our Deſtruction ! Nay, 
who after he hath killed has Power to caſt into 
Hell*! 


2 Kings i. 10. 

* Though we have felt the dreadful Effects of raging 
Flames; yer our Grief was not renewed, nor were 
we render'd inconſolable by a late unuſual Inunda- 
tion, as was a few Months palt mentioned in a pub- 
lick Paper ; that Account was utterly falſe. Indeed 
we deſerve new Marks of his Diſpleaſure, but bleſſed 
be God, he is Long-ſuffering to i. ward, not willing 
that any ſoould periſo, but that a flould come to Repen- 
tance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
= * Judges v. 21. b 2 Pet. iii. 10. Luke xii. 5: 
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What Wiſdom to ſecure his Favour | 
An omnipotent Friend is moſt valuable, 
The true Chriſtian is an happy Man. 
The God of Heaven and Earth is his 
Covenant God. The very Calamities 
he now ſhares in with others ſhall prove 
to him merciful Diſpenſations. Our lig hi 
Ajfliftion, ſays the Apoſtle, which is but ſor 
a Moment, worketh for us a far more exceedin? 
and an eteraal Weight of Glory, May the 
obtaining his Love and Favour be the 
Matter of our daily fervent Prayer, and 


be eſteemed by us the grand Concern of 


Life. 


III. How, or in what Manner the bleſſed 
God, in his Providence, makes wſe of the 
ſeveral Parts of the Creation to ſubſerve 
his Pleaſure. 


But to ſnew, 


Moſt certain it is, that God's Ways are“ 


: Lu 


in the Dark, and his Footſteps are not known 


We cannot enter into his Secrets, nor is 
it fit we ſhould. 
what doſt 
conclude, that he diſpoſes and manages 


all Things in Heaven and Earth, in or-; 
der to anſwer the Ends of his Govern-ſ' 
ment, in a Way ſuitable to his own Na- 
ture, and agreeable to the Nature of his 


ſy 


(Creatures. 
1 Job ix. 12, 


7 
1 fi FE 
: 


IWho will ſay unto him, 
thou”? Yet thus much we may 


M 


co 
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le. Iſt. In a Way ſuitable to his own Na- 
D. ture. 

15 Though none can controul or prevent 
es him from fulfilling his Counſels; yet we 
Ve! may be ſure that he always acts agreeable 
to his own moſt perfect Rectitude. When 
ſor we cannot perceive the Footſteps of Wiſ- 
dom and Mercy ; nay, can diſcern little 
nel elſe than the Marks of Anger and dread- 
he] ful Diſpleaſure, and thereupon may be 
nds ready to arraign his very Juſtice, yet we 
olf may be confident of this, that his Works 
are perfect, conformable to infinite Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, Compaſſion and Love. He 
Jedl is till wiſe in Heart; Juſt and right is lee. 
the Yea, All the Paths of the Lord are Mercy 
de and Truth, unto ſuch as keep his Covenant 
and his Teſtimonies *. 

4 2dly. In a Way agreeable to the Nature 
of the ſeveral Parts of his Creation. 
Here ſome may be conſidered as under 
his more abſolute Sway, having no rati- 
ay onal Powers to conduct or determine 
© themſelves. Others there are, who being 


D's indued with rational Powers, are capable 
un of moral Government, and in the Divine 
Ja. Management and Diſpoſal of Things are 
his | conſidered as ſuch, without ſuppoſing any 

2 fuch Influences or Impreſſions as would 
1fi | Deut. xxxii. 4. * Pſal. xxv. 10. 
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neceſſitate any of their Actions. However, 
he can and will over-rule all their Inten- 
tions, Counlels and Actions, ſo as to pro- 
mote and accompliſh the wiſe, righteous, | 
and kind Purpoſes of his Providence by | 
them. His Methods are too deep for us 
in many Things to fathom. Yet as ſome- 
thing of the Mind and Will of God in his | 
Di ſpenſations is made known to us in Re- 
velation, this is what we may and ought 
diligently to inquire after. Which brings | 
us to conſider, 


—— 


IV. What we may reaſunably ſuppoſe to be 
s ſome of the ſpecial Intentions of Provi-| 
dence under any unuſual or uncommon 


Events, relating to larger or leſſer Socie- 


ties, or to particular Perſons, 
Unuſual, and moſt awful Events, how- 


ever effected, whether by the more imme- 


diate Hand of God, or by the Inſtrumen-| 
tality of his Creatures, whether the moſt} 
exalted or the meaneſt of them, as they 
fulfil the Mind and Will of God, Fur all 
are his Servants ; ſo they have their Mean-| 


—_— 


ing, their Language to us allo: And ſo | 
far as God's providential Diſpenſations 
bear a Relation to his Kingdom of Grace) | 


ECC ION 


particularly as to the erecting or eſtabliſh}; 


ing of it in our Hearts, fo far we ar 


immediately concerned our ſelves; an 
no: 
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notwithſtanding the many knotty Intrica- 
cies that attend his Proceedings in other 
reſpects, for as the Prophet PRs, Veri 
ly ths art a God that hideſt thy felf *; we 
yet may humbly deſire to know the Mean- 
ing of them, ſo far as this Knowledge 
may help us the better to underſtand our 
Duty, or to diſcharge it. This was the 
Concern of pious Job, I will ſay unto God, 
do not condemn me ; ſhew me wherefore thou 
contendeſt with me", Though it would be 
daring Preſumption to Jeſire to know of 
God, what were his particular Reaſons, as 
the great Governor of the World, for lay- 
ing in Aſhes almoſt a whole Town ; or 
why this and that, and not ſome other ; 
yet he will not take it ill at our Hands, if 
we, having his Glory and our ſpiritual 
Advantage at heart, employ our Minds 
agreeable to his Word and Will, in 
ſearching into the Cauſes of his ſevere 
Diſpenſations towards us; nay, a total 
Neglect here would be very criminal and 
x th tags Becauſe they regard not the 
Works of the Lord, nor the Operation of bis 
Hands, be ſhall deſtroy them, and not build 
them ap, 

No the Providences of God may be 
either of a proſperous or an afflitive Kind. 


* Iſai. xly. 15. h Job X. 2 
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The Occaſion of our aſſembling together 
on this Day inclines me at preſent to treat 
only of the latter. 

When the Events of Providence are ve- 
ry ſevere and afflictive, no one can que- 
ſtion but that God intends ſome weighty 
and uſeful Inſtruction by them. And it 
becomes us diligently to enquire what this 
is. And, 

1. God's ordinary Deſign in ſuch awa- 


| kening Diſpenſations is to correct and pu- 


niſn Perſons for their Sins. 

Though it does not follow, becauſe we 
have been greater Sufferers than others, 
that therefore we are greater Sinners; yet, 
had we not been Sinners we had not been 
Sufferers. Had we not provoked the Lord 
to Anger by our Iniquities, we had not 
been in ſuch deſolating and low Circum- 
ſtances as we lately were, and as ſome yet 
are. Thus the Prophet ſpeaks, Your Ini- 
quities have turned away theſe Things, and 
your Sins have with-holden good Things from 
you*, As Afﬀiiftion cometh not forth of the 
Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the 
Ground ©; ſo the bitter Root they ſprin 
from we are told is Sin. Shall I not viſit for 
theſe Things, ſaith the Lord ! Shall not my Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a People az this ' ! Fools, becauſe 


i Jer. v. 25. * Job v. 6. Jer. v. 29. 


of 
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of their Tranſgreſſous, and becauſe of their 
laiquities, are afflicted", Our Sins, our 
Iniquities doubtleſs, procured our Diſtreſ- 
les. O lſrael! O Blandford | thou haſt de- 
fircyed thy ſelf. When we behold Towns 
and Villages laid waſte and deſolate, tho' 
we ought not haſtily to conclude they 
were Sinners more than others, yet we 
ſnould always conclude, that Sin lieth at 
the Door. If any think otherwiſe, it is 
owing to their wretched Stupidity, and 
groſs Ignorance of the Nature of Sin, the 
Nature of God, or the Contents of the 
Bible. Would to God, we were more 
deeply ſenſible of our Sins, the God-pro- 
voking Cauſe of our Ruin; and that we 
could more feelingly ſay, Rivers of Waters 
run down our Eyes becauſe we have uot kept 
thy Lau. 

2. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
another Thing God intends by ſuch aw- 
ful and alarming Providences, is to con- 
vince Men more fully of the Uncertainty 
and Inſuſficiency of earthly Enjoyments. 

Experience plainly tells us, how prone 
we are to ſet our Hearts inordinately. on 
the Things that are ſeen. We are too apt, 
in our Proſperity, to think, if not to ſay, 
we ſhall never be moved. And under this 


m Pfal, evil. 17, 2 Pfal, cxix, 136. » Pſal, xxx. 6. 
vain 
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vain Conceit we ſuffer our Affections to 
take too faſt hold of Things that are fleet- 
ing and periſhing. So that a wiſe and 
good God ſees it ſometimes neceſſary to 
correct us in ſuch a Manner, that we may 
learn by his Rod, what we might and ought 
to have learnt by his Word, viz. Vanity 
of Vanity, all is Vanity®; and, That Man 
at his beſt Eſtate is altogether Vanity d. One 
Hour he is in flouriſhing Circumſtances, 
ready to ſay, Soul, thou haſt much Goods 
laid up for many Years ; take thine Eaſe, eat, 
drink, and be merry. The next, perhaps, 
he hath not enough left to ſatisfy the Cra- 
vings of Nature, or to furniſh him with 
the Neceſſaries of Life. Ah! Who would 
fet their Hearts on that which is not? 
which is but a little Remove from no- 
thing, even when in our ſwelling, though 
vain Imagination, it appears to be ſub- 
ſtantial Riches. Seeing then we have had 
ſuch a flagrant, and one would hope con- 
vincing Proof of the Inſtability and Emp- 
tineſs of all earthly Comforts, let us from 
hence learn to rejoice as if we rejoiced not, 
to weep as though we wept not, to buy as tho 


we poſſeſſed not; for the Faſhion of this World 


paſſeth away, 


v Eccleſ. i. 1. i Pſal. xxxix. 5. r Luke 


xii 29. 


3. By 


Blandford, Junes.:17435, 4? 


3. By ſuch calamitous Events God may 
deſign to try the Charity of Men; and this 
both as it is oppoſed to Cenſure and raſh 
Judgment ; and as it includes Liberality and 
Beneficence. 

(I.) As it is oppoſed to Cenſure and 
raſh Judgment. 

Though God afflicts Perſons, Families 
or Places, and that in an unuſual Way, 
yet we muſt not for this Reaſon ozly infer, 
that they are marked out by Heaven for 
Sinners above all others, leſt we offend God, 
and add Affliction to the afflicted by ſuch 
uncharitable Surmiſes; yet when Men 
ſhall commit Crimes ſo infamous, as well 
as notorious, that theſe loudly proclaim 
the Cauſe of their Sufferings ; as in the 
Caſe of Sodom ; or when ſome remarkable 
and ſignal Calamities ſhall overtake known 
mercileſs, and cruel Perſecutors, in their 
helliſh and bloody Purſuits; in ſuch In- 
ſtances, it would be no breach of Chari- 
ty to ſay, that God made them Examples 
of Terror to thoſe that after ſhould live un- 
godly. But then in other Caſes onr Cha- 
Tity ſhould prompt us to put a milder In- 
terpretation upon God's Dealings with 
Men, and incline us to pronounce them 
rather corrective than judicial. This was 
the Doctrine our Saviour taught, when 
he was on Earth, to prevent or cure this 
cen= 
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cenſorious Temper, and to let us ſee we cannot 
be blameleſs if we indulge it. There were pre- 
ſent at that Seaſon ſome that told him of the 
Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled 
with their Sacrifices, And Jeſus anſwering, 
ſaid unto them, ſuppoſe je that theſe Galileans 
were Sinners above all the Galileans, becauſe 
they ſuffered ſuch Things? I tell you nay. Or 
thoſe L'iehteen upon whom the Tower in Siloam 
fell, and flew them, think ye they were Sinners 
above all Men that dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell 
you nay *. 

Let Perſons that are remarkably cha- 
ſtened of the Lord be as ſevere as they will 
in judging themſelves, few are in danger 
of exceeding here. But let others, out of 
Pity to the Afflicted, and from a Senſe of 
their own Frailty and Miſcarriages, be 
more modeſt; Judge not that ye be not 
Judged *. 

I would not be thought to intimate by 
this, as if I imagined, we were not defer- 
vedly corrected of God for our Sins; no, 
ſure I am, that God hath puniſhed us lefs 
than our Iniquities deſerve ; and that our Ca- 
lamities, great as they are, don't call us 
to ſuitable Repentance and Humiliation, 
But I would not have other Towns or Pla- 
ces think they are ſo far inferior to us in 


Luke xui.1,%  * Matth, vii. 1. 


Mieled- 
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HVickedneſs as to be themſelves out of dan- 
ger. Our bleſſed Saviour intended to 
rouſe in Men very different Thoughts and 
Apprehenſions in the Place juſt now na- 
med. I tell you nay; but except ye repent, 
je ſhall likewiſe periſh. But more to this 
Purpoſe will be mentioned in a following 
Particular. 

(..) As it includes Liberality and Bene- 
ficence. 

The Miſeries of ſome are intended by 
Providence as an Opportunity to prove 
the Charity of others; in extraordinary Cala- 
mities, by their extraordinary Supplies, Such 
were our Calamities, and ſuch has been 
the Liberality of our Fellow-Chriſtians. 
Our great Trial of Aiction abounded unto 
the Riches of others Liberality; for to their 
Dover, yea, ſome beyond their Power *, were 
willing of themſelves, deſiring thoſe who 
took upon them the kind Office of col- 
lecting others Charity to receive their 
Gifts. This Forwardneſs was diſcover'd 
in many Places. Thanks be unto God for 
his unſpeakable Gifts *; and to Men we owe 
the moſt grateful Returns. 

4. By the awful and ſevere Tjials of 
yome, God intends a Warning to others. 


* 2 Cor. viii. 2, 3, 4. *.2 Cox, ix, 15. 
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So kind is the bleſſed God in his Naz 


ture, ſo merciful in his Intentions, that 
when maintaining the Honour of his vio- 
lated moſt righteous Laws, requires him 
to puniſh ſome, he hereby intends alſo to 
give Warning unto others; this the Apoſtle 
aſſerts when he ſays, that with many of the 
Iſraelites God was not well pleaſed; for they 
were overthrown in the Wilderneſs, Now 
theſe Things were our Examples, to the Intent 
we ſhould not luſt after evil Things as they alſo 
luſted. Neither be ye Idolaters, as were ſome 
of them. Neither let us commit Furnication, 
as ſome of them committed, and fell iu one Day 
three and twenty Thouſand, Neither let us 
tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted, 
and were deſtroyed of Serpents, Neither mur- 
mur ye, as ſome of them alſo murmured, and 
were deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer. Now all theſe 
Things hapued unto them for Enſamples : Aud 
they are written for our Admonition, upon 
whom the Ends of the World are come. Where- 
fore let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take heed 
left he fall”. | 

A jealous, juſt, and gracious God, 
would have thoſe that are in proſperous 
Circumſtances to obſerve the Calamities of 
others; that they may avoid every Thing 
that has the leaſt Tendency to diſpleaſe 
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and provoke him; do every Thing to ob- 
tain his Favour; yea, ſo obſerve his 
Dealings with others, that they may be 
prepared for whatever Diſtreſſes may 
overtake them. May every one learn 


| from God's heavy Hand upon us, and we 


much more, not to offend him who hath 
made us to drink of the Cup of his 
Wrath. 

5. Another Deſign in ſuch Providences 
is to teach us the better to commiſlerate 
ethers in their calamitous Circumſtances. 

A Tenderneis of Spirit is ſuch a cha- 
ritable Temper of Wind that "tis worth 


gaining, though it be by our enduring 
ſharp Afflictions. The Treaſures of the 


Mind are vaſtly preferable to all the un- 


2 ſatisfactory and periſhing Riches of the 


World. We hereby more reſemble the 
God of Love; who in all our Affictious is 
afflited * ; who is full of Compaſſion and 
gracious *, 

We have found the Need of others moſt 
compaſſionate Regards for us; and ſhould 
have thought it hard to have wanted their 
Pity, their Help, and their Prayers. 


\ Their Abundance has been a kind Supply t0 
our Wants. May their Favours beſtow- 
ed on us, ſo liberal, and fo ſeaſonable, be- 


* Ifa, Ixiii. 9, * Pſal. Ixxxvi. 15. Þ 2 Cor. viii. 14. 
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get and eſtabliſh in us a tender and bene-| - 
volent Temper towards others. Should c 
any of our late bounteous Friends, or} *! 
others, be in ſad Diſtreſs (from which 
God preſerve them) and we hereafter 
able to help them, it would argue Hearts 
harder than Rocks, ſhould we not be thus 
diſpoſed. Or ſhould we want Ability, a 
Tenderneſs towards them in their Diſtreſles þ 
is ſuch a Temper which Perſons ſo aflia- F 
ed as we have been, ſhould carefully che- 
riſn. Every Thing of Hardneſs and Seve- | v 
rity towards others, in us, muſt be pecu- | 
larly aggravated, conſidering what melt- | 
ing, ſoftning Providences we have been | 
under. It was ſaid by God of old Time, 
Thou ſhalt neither vex a Stranger, nor oppreſs 
him“. And if not a Stranger, much leſs | 
one of the ſame Nation or Place, or one | 
that has been a Fellow-Sufferer with our 
ſelves; Fur ye were Strangers in the Land of | 
Egypt. And again, Thou ſhalt not oppreſs 
a Stranger: For ye know the Heart of a Stran- 
ger, ſeeing ye were Strangers in the Land of | 
Egypt“. 

All afflictive Providences, as they ſhould 
prove a Means of encreaſing our Faith and } , 
Patience, ſo of begetting in us more of that 
Chriſtian Meekueſs and Fellow-feeling, which 
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would be very ornamental to our Profeſ- 
ſion. We ſhould hereby learn to put on 
Bowels of Mercies, and to weep with thoſe 
that weep *, | 

6. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that by 
ſuch awful Providences, God further in- 
tends to mind us how much it is our Inte- 


reſt as well as Duty, to ſeek after a more 
durable Good; even an Inheritance iucor- 
* ruptible, and that fadeth not away. 


We have ſeen an End of all Perſection s. 


We were ſituated in a pleaſant and an 


agreeable Place; we had Houſes full of 
good Things; we were poſſeſſed of many 


' Comforts of Life; but alas! how ſoon 
were we ſtript of all! And what is the In- 
| ference we ſhould draw from hence? What 


Uſe does God expect we ſhould make of it? 


Nothing leſs than this ſurely, (which God 


grant) that ſeeing our late earthly Houſes, 


literally ſpeaking, were ſo ſuddenly and 
furprizingly laid in Ruin, that we make 


ſure of an unalienable Claim to a Building 


of God, Houſes not made with Hands, eternal 
in the Heavens 


And as we were thus unexpectedly turn- 


ed ont of our Habitations by the great 
Lord of all; ſo many other good Things 


© Col. iii. 12. fRom. xii. 17. s Pſal. cxix. 96. 


e Cor, v. 1. 
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alſo, which we were loath to part with, 
were quickly and irreſiſtibly ſnatched from 
us; how highly reaſonable then is it, that 
we learn from hence to lay up our main 
Stock, our Treaſures in Heaven, where they 
will be for ever ſafe and ſecure from the 
Reach of all waſting and deſtructive Acci-| 
dents. There no Thief can approach nor 


Flames devour and waſte. 


7. Another Deſign of ſuch melancholy | 
Providences may be, more fully to ſatisfy | 
us of the ſolid Supports, and real Plea- 
fures, which Religion affords us. 


Many faithful Servants of God have 


found the ſweeteſt Comfort in the moſt 


afflicted Parts of Life. As their Afflicti- 
ons have abounded, ſo has their Conſola- 
tion alſo. When the bleſſed God has by] 
ſome ſevere Providences convinced them 
of the Emptineſs of earthly Enjoy ments, 
then has it pleaſed him to fill them with 
Joy and Peace in believing '' When the 
World has failed them their God has nor, 
but has been a preſent Help in Trouble. 
When the Streams have been cut off they] 
have been more readily inclined to ſeek 
to the Fountain, and thence have drawn 
Waters of Refreſhment. Knowing in them- 
ſelves that they have in Heaven a better and] 
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enduring Subſtance ©; they have taken the 
more patiently, yea, yoyfully the ſpoiling of 
their Goods. And ſeeing it was the Lord 
of all that did it, whoſe Right cannot be 
diſputed, and their Lord, who, as he is 
Head of the Univerſe, ſo alſo Head over 
all Things for the Good of his Church, and 
who chaſtens whom he loves, they will nei- 
ther reſiſt his Will nor ſuſpe& his Love- 
What was the Language of the holy Pfal- 
miſt > It is good for me that I have been af- 


flifted, that I might learn thy Statutes : And 


then adds his Reaſons for it, the Law of 
thy Mouth is better unto me than Thouſands 
of Gold and Silver ®, 

The Teftimony of a good Conſcience, 


the Hopes of the Divine Favour, through 


the Merits and Mediation of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; the Witneſs of God's Holy 
Spirit; the believing Views of a glorious 
World, have yie/ded to many the moſt re- 
viving Comfort, even when under the moſt 
depreſſing worldly Calamities. This the 
pious Eſalmiſi knew, and therefore pray- 
ed, When my Heart is overwhelmed, lead me 
to the Rock that is higher than I", Happy 
Soul! that can ſay in the Words of the 
Prophet, Although the Fig-Tree ſball not bloſ=- 


K Heb. x. 34: 1 Eph. i. 22. ® Pſa), exix. 71, 72. 
5 Plal, Ixi. 2, 
fem, 


56 AsSxRNNMON preached at 

fom, neither Fruit be in the Vine, and the 
Fields ſhall yield no Meat, &c. yet I will re- 
Joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
Salvation“. 

8. and Laſtly, God by ſuch ſad and aw- 
ful Events may intend to quicken us in our 
Preparations for a better World, 

Seeing after all our utmoſt Pains and 
Labour in gathering together the good 
Things of this Life, and pleaſing our 
ſelves with the Hope of a long Enjoyment 
of them, theſe may by ſome unexpected, 
and ſad Turn of Providence, be ſudden- 
iy ſnatched from us, what is the Uſe that 
every one of us ſhould make of it? Learn 
hence, O my Soul, ſeeing here is no conti- 
nuing City, to ſeek one to come v. Lord help 
me, by the powerful Influences of thy Holy 
Spirit, to be more diligent than ever in 
uſing aright every Talent; in improving 
precious Time; in getting ſome Good 
from every Occurrence of Providence ; 
in ſeeking for Strength and Comfort from 
every Ordinance; that hereby thou mayſt 
be help'd on with more Speed and Plea— 
ſure in thy Way to that better World 
above, where there remains a Reſt to the 
People of God. Here's nothing I can long 
call my own ; above there are Riches that 


© Hab, iii. 17, 18. „ Heb, xiii, 14, 4 Heb. iv. 9. 
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can never be loſt; a Building that can 
never be deſtroyed; an Inheritance undefiled 
and eternal; living Fountains of Joy; Plea- 
ſures for evermore; a Crown of Glory that 
fadeth not away; a City that hath Funda- 
tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
There dwells my Saviour, my God. Would 
to God, that I, and others alſo, may be 
fo happy as to make Choice of theſe for 
our Portion and everlaſting All. 

When once by Divine Grace we are 
become ſo wiſe and happy, as to make 
theſe our Choice, and are made meet for 
the Iaheritauce of the Saints in Light, then 
we ſhall have nothing very ſad to fear, 
whilſt we remain in this gloomy World, 
ſeeing nothing very ſad can befal us that 
can touch our main Intereſt, All that re- 
mains to make us as happy as we can be 
at preſent, is to be daily providing for 
the Heavenly State, to have our Claim to 
the promiſed Inheritance, the Purchaſe of 
our dear Redeemer's precious Blood, 
cleared up; then may we ftretch forth 
our moſt eager Deſires after the full Poſ- 
ſeſſion, 1mpatiently longing to take our 
Leave of this diſappointing and ſinful 
World, that we may go and be with Jeſus. 
Then may we rejoice in the Hopes of the 


1 Pet. v. 4 leb. xi. 10. 
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Glory God, being ſully aſſured, that in 


our Father's Houſe are many Manſions *, and 
that our bleſſed Saviour is gone to prepare 
a Place for us, In the firm Belief, and 
pleaſing ExpeRation of which may we 
{ſpend our few remaining Days, Looking 
for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chrift”, when he will receive us to himſelf, 
that where he is we may be alſo, 


Now unto him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood; and 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and his Father, to him be Glory and Do- 
minion for ever and ever. Amen, 


t John xiv. 2, 3, 4. Tit. ii. 13, Rev. i. 5, 6. 
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SHE melancholy and ſhocking 
Bs : Events of that dreadful Day, when 
WEL} 


Providence laid us in Aſhes, have 
been, as 1 have often obſerved, 
the grand Topick of Converſation. My 
Deſign in the following Pages is not to 
pleaſe Men but God, who ſearcheth the 
Hearts. Bear with me therefore in deal- 
ing plainly with you. I hope I ſhall offend 
none though I take the Liberty of applying 
to al, The Almighty God hath ſpoken ſo 
loudly 
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| loudly to us that one cannot eaſily keep 


filence; The Lion hath roared, who will not 
fear ? The Lord hath ſpoken, who can but pro- 
hecy * 
F I perſuade my ſelf, that none are utter- 
ly inſenſible of the Hand of God, and that 
all have made ſome juſt Reflections on 
ſuch an awful Event, I hope it has been 
the Language of every one's Heart, God 
hath done right but we have done wicked- 


ly. Such an Apprehenſion is proper, but 


not ſufficient, We ſhall make very little 
of our great Diftreſs, unleſs we deſcend 
to a more particular Conſideration of our 
ſelves under it. Guilt, like Calamities, will 
affect us moſt when perſonally conſidered. 
The nearer we perceive our ſelves con- 
cerned in the one, or the other, the deeper 
will be the Impreſſion. In the one Caſe we 
are ſoon ſenſibly affected, I mean as to our 
perſonal Lofles and Sufferings ; would to 
God we were more feelingly affected with 
the other, each one with his own Sins. A 


confuſed Apprehenſion, and general Acknow- 


ledgment of Guilt, will not produce ſuch 
valuable and laſting Fruits as both God 
and Man may juſtly expect from us. There 
never will be, there never can be, a real 
Repentance, till it becomes perſonal; till 


Amos 111, 8, 
we 


Inbabitants of Blandford. 61 


we are each of us ſenſible of ou own Tranſ- 
greſhons, Thus the Pſalmiſt, I ackzowledge 
my Tranſgreſſions ; aud my Sin is ever before 
me*, That we may be ſo wile and happy, 
we muſt not only ſearch and try our Ways, 
but - conſcientiouſly follow the Example of 
pious David, Search me, O God, and kioy 
my Heart, try me, and inow my Thoughts, 
and ſee if there be any wicked Hay in me, 
and lead me in the ay everluſting e. And 
being thus by the Holy Spirit convinced 
of our own Sins, we ſhall hereby be the 
better diſpoſed to confeſs and bewail our 
Eamily Sins, and the Sins ot others alſo. 
And as there are certain Circumſtances in 
Affliction which have a plain and natural 
Jendency to bring Sin to Remembrance, 
and which therefore thoſe whoſe Minds 
are rightly informed, and whoſe Conſci- 
ences are truly tender, will be ready to 
oblerve, it becomes us to conſider, whe- 
ther there are not ſome ſuch in our Cala- 
mity that may help to bring our Sins to Re- 
membrance, 

The Deſelation we all know was Ani ver- 
ſal; it touched us in every Thing almoſt 
that we valued and loved. Thus God 
ſtretched forth the Rod of his Anger, and 
deſtroyed our Halitations; and at the ſame 


d'PAl li. 3. fal, exxxix, 23, 24. 
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Time alſo deprived us of our worldly Sub- 
ſtance; the Loſs both of the one, and of 
the other, fat heavy on our Minds, and 
deeply affected us. Can we forbear from 
hence making ſome ſuch Reflections as theſe 
following : May not either our ſhameful 
Negle& of Family-Religion, or the Sins 
of Lewdneſs and Intemperance, or other 
Tranſgreſſions that we were chargeable 
with, provoke an Holy and Jealous God 
to ſay, of a Truth many Houſes ſhall be deſo- 
late, even once great and fair, without Inha- 
bitant ©? God ſignified his Diſpleaſure 
and Abhorrence of Jeruſalem's Sins by the 
Deſtruction of thoſe very Habitations in 
which they were committed ; and they 
ſhall come and ſet Fire on this City, and burn 
it with the Houſes upon whoſe Roofs they have 
offered Incenſe unto Baal, to provoke me to An- 
ger ©. Again, is our Wealth waſted 2 How 
was it gained? By Oppreſſion or Injuſtice ? 
Has it not been uſed to maintain our 
Pride, to gratify our Luſts, or to indulge 
our Appetites? Have we employed that 
Share of it in thoſe Acts of Piety and Cha- 
rity which God expected, and others need- 
ed? We have ſuffered alſo ſeverely in our 
Perſons. Some you know were at once 
hurried into Eternity; others were miſer- 
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ably burnt to the Hazard of their Lives ; 
we were called to labour in the very Fire, 
and endured then as well as ſince many 
great Hardſhips and Inconveniencies. We 
cannot err, if we ask our ſelves, were we 
not too fond of theſe our periſhing Bo- 
dies? Too apt to indulge our Eaſe? 
Grown too ſecure whilſt in our Proſperi- 
ty ? Too forgetful of God, even ready to 
ſay, the Jord will not do Good, neither wii! 
Je d Evil *? Might not ſich a Temper as 
this provoke God to ſay, { will puniſh the 
Mcu that are ſetiled on their Lees? — Ano- 
ther afflicting Circumſtance of this ſad 
Providence was this, that our public 
Buildings, viz, the Town-Hatl, and the 
Places of our Religions FH%r{hip, were burnt 
down and deſtroyd. A Circumſtance 
that once affected us much, and may yet 
afford us ſome uſe ſul Reflections; from 
hence both M.giſtrates and Miniſters may 
take Occaſion to inquire, whether by 
their Authority, Examples, Inſtructions, and 
Reproofs, they duly endeavoured the Sup- 
preſſion of Immoraiity, and the Promoting 
pure Religion and undefiled? Whether they 
ſanctiſied God's Sabbath themſelves, and 
did their beſt towards the preventing: 
others from profaning his Holy Day, whe- 
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ther by their Employments of any kind, 
or by other immoral Practices? Yea, it 
becomes every one from hence to conli- 
der, whether they have not too often ſin- 
fully forſock the Aſſembling themſelves toge- 
ther, as the Manner of ſome iss? Or if we 
did attend the Places of publick Moiſbip, 
was it with that Serzouſneſs, Gravity, Sin- 
cerity, Fear and Reverence, as Worſhippers 
of that God who is a conſuming Fire b? 
Did we not too often draw nigh unto him 
with our Mouth, aud honour him with cur 
Lips, when our Hearts were far from him? 

Having thus mentioned ſome Circum— 
ſtances of our Calamity, and offered my 
Help toward our making ſuch Reflections 
as are pertinent to the preſent Caſe, that 
we may henceforth act that Part that be- 
comes us as Men and Chriſtians, aud 
which God and Man, under ſuch an awa- 
tening Providence, expects from us, and 
thereby render our preſent Life as agree- 
able as it can be, conſidering the uncer- 
tain Nature of Things, and the reduced 
and ſtraiten'd Circumſtances of many 
among us, and may the better provide for 
a bliſijul Eternity, give me leave to lay be- 
fore you the following Advice. 


© Heb. x; 25, * Heb, xii. 29. Matt. xv. 8, 9. 
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I. Let us bleſs God that we, and 


moſt of our dear Friends and Relatives, 


eſcaped with our Lives, 


Some (as was before ſaid) were cut off 
ſuddenly, and ſent into an awful Eternity. 


The Calamity, had it been in the Night Sea- 
Jon, muſt, in all probability, have proved 
fatal to Multitudes of us; many more would 
have been bewilder'd and loſt in the 
Streets; others, in their Beds, might have 


ſept their laſt, and awoke in an eternal 


World ; ſuch as were impenitent, in quench— 


leſs Flames, We therefore, eſpecially ſuch - 


of us as were in the moſt imminent Dan- 


ger, or that had our dear Children and 
Relatives moſt remarkably preſerved, . 


ſhould unite in Praiſes to God, and ſay, 
Bleſs the Lord, O our Souls, and all that is 


within us bleſs his holy Name, who redeemed 


our Lives from Deſtruction. 


II. Religiouſly believe that this our ſore 


Calamity was from God, 


Such an Apprehenſion of Things is pi- 
dus, and, I conceive, neceſſary to the right 
Improvement of it: Infidelity in this Caſe - 
will unavoidably leave Men in their old 
Impieties: There was hardly an Infidel in 
this Point to be found among us about four 
Years ſince, I hope not one wow, We need 
not put this Matter on ſuch a caſual Foot 
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as the Philiſtines did theirs with relation to 
the Ark of God, that they might know whe- 
ther their Calamity was from him, or whe- 
ther a Chance had happened to them. Take 
the Ark of the Lord and ſend it away, that it 
may go. Aud ſee, if it goeth up by the Hu 
of his own Coaſt to Bethſhemeſh, thew he 
hath done this great Evil: But if not, then 
we ſpall know that it is not his Hand that 
finote us, it was a Chance that happen*d to us ©, 
Any Degree of Unbelief in us, who have 
the invaluable Privilege of a Divine Reve— 
lation, is much more culpable than in 
them. 

Impute not our unuſual Diſtreſs wholly 
to ſecond Cauſes, Say not, Tur FIRE could 
never have begun in a worſe Place, where 
four Streets met. It could never have hap- 
pen'd in a worſe Seaſon, when there was 
little Water, a ſcorthing Sun, and a ruffling 
IWVind ; or when there were more combuſtible 
Materials (which we had provided againſt 
the approaching Winter) nor could the 
Wind ever have food in a worſe Point. All 
this is true, true indeed; for this was to 
be the Va, the Time, the Day of De ſola- 
tion, when the Lord ſaid, I will not again 
paſs by them any more. The Suddenneſs of 
it beſpake the Divine Reſentment, as if 
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God had faid, I will go down and deſtroy 
them at once. So furious was the Fire, 
that it was more like a Torrent of Flames 
than a gradual Burning: Yea, the Lord 
divided the Flames of Fire”, fo that our 
Habitations were quickly conſumed. Sud- 
den. Deſtruction is a Sign of God's hot 
Diſpleaſure; as the Apoſtle obſerves, Sud- 
den Deſtruction ſhall come upon them", Behold 
they ſhall be as Stubble: The Fire ſhall burn 
them ; they ſball not deliver themſelves from the 
Power of the Flame o. The Univerſality of 
the Deſolation diſcovered the Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure ; the whoſe Town was ſoon laid 
in Ruins. We may here aptly apply the 
Words of the Prophet, Beho!d the Lord 
maketh this Place empty, and maketh it waſte, 
and turneth it upſide down, and ſcattereth 
abroad the Inhabitants thereof. And it (hall 
be, as with the People, ſo with the Prieſt ; as 
with. the Servant, ſo with his Maſter; as 
with the Maid, fo with her Miſtreſs ; as with 
the Buyer, fo with the Seller; as with the 


Lender, ſo with the Borrower; as with 


the Taker of Uſury, ſo with the Giver of Uſury 
to him, It ſhall be utterly emptied, and utrer- 
ly ſpoiled ; for the Lord hath ſpoken this Word o. 
The particular Severity of our Affliction 
was another alarming Proof of God's fu- 
pfal. xxix. 7. "x Theſſ. v. 3. © Ifas Xlvii. 14. 
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rious Rebuke; for, as has been before ob- 
ſerved, our Houſes were burnt, our Sub- 
ſtance waſted ; ſome were ſcorched to Death 
in the Streets, and others loaded with that 
afflicting Diſtemper, the Small-Pox ; thus 
Deep called unto Deep. And notwith- | * 
ſtanding all thoſe Depths of inconſolable 
Woe into which we were ſunk, are any 
yet willing to impute- it to meer Chance or 
Accident; to the Filly or Careleſaeſs of Per- 
; ſons only, to any Cauſe rather than the 
4 true one? Certainly no other Account can 
be given of ſuch a Spirit as this in Men, 
| than that they are unwilling to part with 
: their Sins, and hate to be reformed. Be 


hes, wan, _ 


R not deceived, God is not mocked”, The Pro- 
; vidence of God, and that for wiſe and juſt. 
: - Reaſons, is concerned in all Events. Sha! 


2 there be Evil in the City and the Lord hath act 
f dene it? Thus ſaith the Lord, becauſe thy 
Sins were increaſed I have done theſe Things 
unto thee *, Shall we not wiſely confider of 
our Doings, in this our Day of Adverfity, 
whereby we have provoked an holy and 
Tighteous God to diſcover {ach ſevere 
Marks of his Diſpleaſure againſt us? 
This will lead us on to the next Parti- 
cular. 


* Pfal, xlii. 7. lei . Amos iii. 6. 
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III. Let us reckon it our indiſpen- 
ſable Duty to confeſs our Sins, be grieved 
for them, and turn unto the Lord. 

The excellent Example of pious Ezra 
demands our Imitation. 1 fell on my Knees 
and ſpread out my Hands unto the Lord my 
God, and ſaid, O my God, I am aſhamed, 
and bluſh to lift up my Face unto thee my 
God, for or Iniquities are increaſed over our 
Heads, and our Treſpaſſes grown up unto the 
Heaven,. Confeſſion of our Sins to God 
is included in the very Nature of true 
Repentance. I ſaid I will confeſs my Trauſ- 
greſ/ſions unto the Lord *, It ought to lie 
much at our Hearts, that we have a true 
and genuine Sorrow for our Sins, even that 
Sorrow which worketh Repentance to Salvation 
not to be repented of“. If we remain in- 
ſenſible of our manifold Tranſgreſſions, 
unaffected with them, and are not aſha- 
med before God on the Account of them, 
it muſt argue an uncommon Degree of 
Impiety. Were they aſhamed when they had 
committed Abomination ? Nay, they were not 
at all aſhamed, ncither could they bluſh *, Har- 
dened Creatures! Can we forbear Bluſh- 
ing under a deep Senſe of our Sins ? Let 
us dread to have that grievous Complaint 


Ezra ix. 5, 6. *Pſal, xxxii. 5, Y zCor. vii. 10. 
* Jer, vi. 15. 
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lodged againſt us mentioned by the Pro- 
phet, No Man repented him of his Wicked- 
neſs, ſaying, What have I done a? On the 
contrary, it ſhould be the Language of 
our Hearts, We have greatly offended 
thee, O God, Wherefore we abhoy our ſelves, 
aud repent in Duſt and Afhes*, Being thus 
by divine Grace brought into a penitent 
Frame, let us take hold of this happy 
Opportunity, in the moſt ſerious and ſo- 
lema Manner, to renounce all our Sins, 
and to lay our ſelves under the ſtrongeſt 
Reſolutions of Amendment. When King 
Fezekiah was conſidering and grieving for 
the Diſtreſſes of the People occaſioned 
by their Sins, he gave them, and others 
alſo, yea, all Perſons, whether in the moſt 
exized or meazeſt Station in Life, an ex- 
cellent Pattern what ought to be done: 
Now it ts in my Heart to make a Covenant 
with the Lord God of Iſrael, that his fierce 
Math may turn away from us ©, Let us, in 
the Strength of God, enter our ſolemn 
Proteſt againſt all Manner and Kinds of 
Sin, and purpoſe without Delay to be- 
come the Servants of the molt high God. 
Is it not high Time that we give Proof 
of the Reality of our Repentance by our 
becoming an obedient People ? Thus ſaith 
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the Lord of Flofts, amend your Ways and your 


Doings. Truſt ye not in lying Words, the Jem- 


ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple of the Lord, are theſes; and from 
hence conclude, that we are delivered to 
do any Abominations, Surely no extrava- 
oant Zeal for Parties, Principles, Places, 
or different Modes of Worſhip, will ever 
atone for, or juſtify us in any immoral 
Practices. Whatever Profeſſion a Man 
makes, though the moſt pure; whatever 
Church a Perſon is a Member of, though 
the beſt conſtituted in the World, yer if 
he lives not conformable to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, his Profeſſion is vain, his Faith is 


alſo vain. Know ye not, that to whom ye 


yield your ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants 
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of Sin unto 
Death, or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs * 
All our Hopes of Heaven will prove delu- 
five, and we ſhall but flatter our ſelves 
with our own Deceivings, unleſs by Holi- 
neſs of Heart and Life, by Faith in Chriſt, 
and Obedience to him, we become a 
People prepared for the Lord. 

Now for our Encouragement to a peni- 
tent Confeſſion of our Sins, and that we 
may turn unto the Lord with all our 
Heart, we are aſſured that Chriſt is e 
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ed to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
Repent ance unto Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of 
Sins ©; and that if we confeſs our Sins he is 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sius . And 
being thus happily ranked among the Pe- 
nitent and pardoned, though our outward 
Conditicn may be low and mean, we may 
however vejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of our Salvation. Yea, moreover, this is 
the moſt likely Method that can be taken 
by us to engage God's kind Thoughts to- 
wards us, and to have temporal Bleſſings 
laid up in ſtore for us. Then may we 
hope to ſee the Scales of Divine Provi- 
dence happily turned in our Favour, as 
in the Words of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that like as I have 
watched over them to pluck up, and to break 
dewn, and to throw down, and to deſtroy, and 
zo afflict ; fo will I watch over them, to build, 
and to plant, faith the Lords. 


IV. Let us take great Care that we 
juſtiſy God in all his Proceediags againſt 
us, how afflictive ſoever they are either 
in their Nature or Conſequences. 

Should we grow fretful and uneaſy we 
ſhall add both to our Calamity and Guilt, 
and inſtead of lightning our Burden render 


Acts v. 3 1. f 1 John i. 9. 5 Jer. xxxi, 28. 
ic 


. a . Or un” ww am” 1 . ac Hh we on 


Inhabitants of Blandford, 73 


it the heavier. To be patient and ſub- 
miſſive under the correcting Hand of 
God, is a Dat) fo important, that he 
will by no means diſpenſe with it; not 
only his own Glory, bur our real Good, 
are ſo nearly concerned herein, that his 
Jealouſy for his own Honour, and his ten— 
der Regard for our Happineſs, engage him 
to inſiſt upon it. Though we may hum- 
bly plead with God, and talk with him of 
his Judgments", yet we muſt not dare to 
allow of one rebellious Thought, againſt 
the ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
who will not give an Account of his Matters i. 
Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? 
Ibo will ſay unto him, what doſt thou c? 


Deep Silence ver th eternal Palace reigu'd, 
Iſhen tbusthe King of Head n and Rarth began; 
Go faithful Uriel, carry this Command 
To yoader World, inhabited by Man. 
Make them kaowthis, that all they have is mine, 
Pre only lent, lt given Nought to Men; 
Ou my Demand they therefore muſt reſign, 
Aud All with Gratitude part with again. 
But how, and when, is mine, not theirs to ſay, 


I an their ſovereign Lord, and will that they obey. 


Thus a Reverend Clergymen piouſly 
ſpeaks on this our late Calamity, in a 
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Poem entiled, Directions how to gain by 
Loſſes, P; 7. 


Beſides, conſidering what we have been, 
what we have done, what we are; and 
. that we have by our Sins often forfeited, 
4 not only all the good Things that we have 
loſt, but thoſe we have let, yea, and our 
very Lives too, nay, have deſerved God's 
everlaſting Diſpleaſure, how wmunreaſoualle 
muſt every murmuring Thought againſt 
him be? Yet, though we muſt not murmur 
we may ſorrow. Sorrow for our Sins is 
inſeparable from our Duty as Chriſtians ; 
Sorrow for our Calamities inſeparable from 
our Nature as Men. No Aiction for the 
preſent is Joyous, but grievous ; and we are 
forbid to deſpiſe the Chaſtning of the Lord. 

That we may be the more calm and eaſy 
under God's Rod, we ſhould take care to 
revive and cheriſh thoſe becoming Appre- 
henſions that we /ately had; whether of 
the Majeſty and Purity of the Divine Na- 
ture; whether of the evil Nature of Sin; 
whether of the Vanity and Emptineſs of the 
World ; whether of the Love and Favour 
of God; whether of the Inportance and 
Conſolation of a Claim through Chriſt to a 
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in our Minds, and engraven on our 
Hearts. 


V. Guard againſt the over-bearing 
Power of worldly Cares. 

I am ſure this Piece of Advice can nei- 
ther be improper in it ſelf, nor impertinent 
to our Cale, ſeeing our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf (who well knew the Nature of Men 
and Things) has charged us that we take 
Heed to our ſelves, I:ft at any Time our 
Hearts be overcharged with the Cares of this 
Life”, We particularly have ſeen ſo much 
of the tranſitory Nature of all earthly 
Things, that one would think we had need 
nou to put ſome Firce upon our ſelves, in 
order to apply to the Concerns of Time 
with that Diligence and Induſtry as we 
0ug/,t to do; but alas! ſo hardly are we 
cured of our Over-fondneſs for this World, 
that ſome, perhaps, are in more danger of 
over-doing than ever. So uneaſy are their 
Lofſes to them, that they impatiently de- 
fire an Increaſe of their worldty Subſtance, 
and thereupon are inclined to proſecute 
this De/ign, even with a ſinful and deſtru- 
Give Eagerneſs. That we may avoid this 
Extreme let us conſcientiouſly obſerve the 
Words of the Apoſtle, And having Food and 
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Raiment let us be tere with content. But they 
that will be rich fall into Temptations and a 
Snare, and into mam; fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, 
which drown Alen in Deſtruttion and Per- 
dition”. 

Many Arguments may be urged to 
preſerve us from the Power of a ſinful 
Carefulneſs; as, that it carties its own 
Puniſhment along with it; hereby the Mind 
is ſo r»-fled that the Man becomes uneaſy 
io himſelf and all about him. It implies 
a reproachſul Diſtruſt of the Goodueſs of God, 
who is tenderly concerned for the Welfare 
of his Creatures. It is alſo altogether 
»ſeljs and unprofitable, for which of you 
by taking Thought can add one Cubit unto bis 


Stature“? Moreover, will it not be very 


ungrateſul in any of the ſincere Diſciples of 
Chrift, ſhould they indulge a carking Soli- 
citude, when he has not only kindly warned 
them againſt it, but aſſured them of his 
abundant Care? Therefore take no Thought, 
ſaying, what ſhall we eat? Or, what ſhall we 


drink? Or, wherewithal ſhall we be clothed ? 


For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
Need of all theſe Things*. May theſe Con- 
ſiderations effectually prevail upon us to 
caſt all our Care on God, for he careth for us“. 


n 2 Tim. vi. 8, 9. »Matth. vi, 27. Matth. vi. 
31, 32. 41 Pet. v. 7. 


I 
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I cannot but have a ſpecial Compaſſion 
on ſome who may be in danger of the con- 
trary Extreme to this; for /ately ſuch was 
their Condition, that they were furniſhed 
with all the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of 
Life, but now ſuch a fad Change is made, 
ſo low are they reduced, and fo ſmall their 
Hopes of recovering their former Station 
in Life, that they are even tempted to 
grow deſperate, and to give up themſelves 
to Looſeneſs and Extravacaucy, Think a 
little, will this make your Caſe better ! 
Will it not make it vaſtly worſe ? Becauſe 
you cannot live in this World in as flon- 
riſhing a Manner as once you preſumed 

ou ſhould, will you therefore live more 
like Beaſts than Meu? Becauſe you have 
loſt this World, will you therefore, in- 
| ſtead of being excited to think of, and 
make ſure of a better, make ſure of nei- 
ther? What, becauſe you have loſt your 
worldly Treaſure, will you therefore (as 
an unavoidable Conſequence of your Im- 
pieties) treaſure up for your ſelves Math 
againſt the Day of Wrath © ? For God's ſake 
act not ſuch an unreaſonable ſelf-deſtru- 
Give Part; rather learn from all your 
worldly Loſſes and Diſappointments to 


Rom. ii. 5, 
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think of, and provide ſor a World where 
you can meet with none. 


This will lead me to another Piece of 
Advice. 


VI. Eſteem an Intereſt in Chriſt as a 
Matter of the greateſt Moment. 

An Eternity, an awful Eternity, an hap- 
py or a miſerable Eternity, depends upon 
ic; For other Foundation can no Man lay, 
than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt*. 
Thofe that by Faith and Repentance, 
Love and Obedience, are intereſted in 
Chriſt Jeſus, whatever Lees they may 
ſuſtain, whatever Calamities they may ſuf- 
fer, will not only eſcape a World of end- 
leſs Miſery, but reach ſafe to a World of 
conſummate Felicity, For whoſoever believeth 
on him ſhall not periſh but have eternal Life *, 
Think of this with the greateſt Seriouſneſs ; 
pray for it with the utmoſt Earzeſtneſs ; 
give no Reſt to your ſelves, till your 
Hopes of Heaven be ſecurely fettled on 
this Foundation. | 

That we may not neglect this great Sal- 
vation wrought out for us by Chriſt Jeſus, 


but may honour, love, live uato him, and 


depend by Faith upon him as an All-ſuf- 
ficient and Precious Redeemer, let us ſo- 


1 Cor. ili. 11, John iii. 15. | 
lemnly 
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lemnly conſider what he has done and ſuf- 
fered for us ; he left Heaven, he became 
a Man of Sorrows, he endured the Wrath 
of God, he died on the accurſed Tree, 
ke aroſe from the Dead (a Matter of Fact, 


ſeen and atteſted by above five Hundred 


Perſons at once“) He is gone into Heaven it 
ſelf, wow to appear in the Preſence of God for 
1 %. He is there preparing a Place for 
every one of his faithful Diſciples, and 
will come again and receive them to him- 
ſelf, that where he 1s there they may be 
alſo, Moſt engaging Confiderations ! Enough 
to attract our Hearts for ever to himſelf, 
and to fix us for ever in his Service. May 
the Love of Chriſt conflrain us, becauſe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all then were all 
Dead; and that he died for all, that they 
which live ſhould not benceforth live unto them- 
ſelves (no truly, God forbid, this would 
be the baſeſt Ingratitude poſſible) but unto 
kim which died for them, and roſe again *, 


Oh, refuſe him not, I beſeech you, for 


bow ſhall ye eſcape if ye neglect ſo great Salva- 
tion? And if you ſhould, will it not be 
more tolerable for the Land of Sodom in the 
Day of Judgment than for you © ? 


* 1 Cor. xv. 6. Heb. ix. 24. 2 John 
xiv. 3. a 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. b Heb, ii. 3. 
Matth. xi. 24. 
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VII. Let nothing ſhort of Regeneration 
by the Spirit of God ſatisfy or content us, 
as an Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt. 

Were we fully to deſcribe the Nature 
of Regeneration, or being born of God, which 
the Scripture aſſures us is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation ( For except a Man be born again he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God") it would 
render this Treatiſe too large. However, 
that ſuch a neceſ/ary and important Change © 

may 

4 John iii. z. 

© Archbiſhop TiZctſon, in his Fourth Volume has ſe— 
veral Sermons on this important Point of Chriſtianity. 
The Title to his Sermons 1s this, The Nature of Rege- 
neration, and its Neceſſity in order to Fuſtification and 
Salvation. In page 159, &c. he treats of two Things 
from that Phraſe of a necu Creature; as, 

1.“ The Greatneſs of this Change. 

2. © That it is effected and wrought by a Divine 

© Power. 
1. The Greatneſs of this Change, It is called 
Kaur xJ]ios, a new Creation; as if the Chriſtian 
« Doctrine firmly entertained anc believed, did, as 
ce it were, mou}d and faſhion Men over again, tranſ- 
« forming them into a quite other ſort of Perſons than 
© what they were before, and made ſuch a Change 
« in them as the Creating Power of God did, in 
© bringing this beautiful and orderly Frame of Things 
© out of their dark and rude Chaos, Thus the Apo- 
« {tle repreſents it, 2 Cor. iv. 6. God who commanded 
« the Light, &c. His Second Particular is this, 

2. © This Change is effected and wrought by a 
« Divine Power, of the ſene Kind with that which 
b created the World, and raiſed up Chriſt Jeſus from 
the 
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may not be paſſed over in ſilence, I will 
take Notice briefly, That it conſiſts in ha- 
ving our Minds enlighten'd by the Spirit 
of God. Hereby we are enabled more 
clearly to apprehend the ſpotleſs Purity 
of God, the Beauty and Excellency of real 
Religion; the malignant and deſtructive 
Nature of Sin, as that which 1s directly 
repugnant to God's perfect Holineſs. Thoſe 
that are ſandtifſed ia Chriſt Jeſus * are filled 
with the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding *. Regeneration 
includes in it a Change in the Mill. Where 
this obtains the Dominion of Sin is broken, 
and thoſe vicious Laſts and Appetites which 
were once predominant are conquered 
and ſubdued. Sin no longer reigns in our 
mortal Bodies ©, but we through the Spirit do 
mortiſy the Deeds of the Body ' ; and are will- 
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the Dead; two great and glorious Inſtances of the 
Divine Power; and to theſe the Seripture fre- 
quently alludes, when it ſpeaks of this new Crea- 
tion. Like as Chriſt was raiſed, Sc. Rom. vi. 4. 
Eph. i. 19, 20. And that ye may know what is the 
exceeding Greatneſs of bis Power, &c. So that our 
Renovation, and being made ved Creatures, Ii: an 
Inſtance of the ſame glorious Power which exerted 
it ſelf in the firſt Creation of Things, and in the 
Re ſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead; 
but not altogether after the ſame Manner, as (ſays 
he) 1 ſhall ſhew under the next Head,” 


IX Cor. i. 2, 5 Col. i. 9. h Rom, vi. 1 2. 
Rom, viii. 13. 


* 


ing 
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ing to have reſpect to all God's Command 
ments, and to ſubmic to all his providen- 
tial Diſpenſations, be they ever ſo ſevere, 
or how nearly ſoever they may affect us. 
Regeneration, as to its Fruits, implies far- 
ther, a growing Regulation of our 4feti- 
ons and Paſſions, whereby they are with- 
drawn from unlawful Objects, moderated 
as to lawful ones, and ſet chiefly on thoſe 
Things which are above, where Chriſt ſuteth on 
the right Hand of God', In a Word, being 


dag Boe AC on S 225 


the old Man with his Deeds, and put on the 
new Man which is renewed in Kiowledge after 
the Image of him that created him”, i. e. we 
ſhall be Perſons very different from what 
we once were; and that as to our Appre= 
henfions, Eſteem, Inclinations, Choice, Reſo— 
lutions, Purſuits, Expectations, and Depen- 
dance. Happy they who are taught of 
God, and made Mels unto Honour, ſancti- 
fied and meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepa- 
red unto every good Mork“. I ſhall ſay no 
more on this Head, I chooſe rather to 
refer you to a valuable Treatiſe of being 
Born again, now in its Thirteenth Edition, 
publiſhed not long ſince by the Reverend 
S. Wright, D. D. and at the Requeſt of 
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Sauftified by the Holy Ghoſt, we ſhall put off 


ſome 
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ſome Perſons of the e/tabhſhed Church who 
heard him preach on that Subject. I have 
received many of them from the worthy 
Author ſince the Fire (as well as ſome 
other Books) and have diſtributed them 
among the Sufterers, as delired. 


VIII. Strictly and conſcientiouſly ob- 
ſerve the Lord's Day, and be found in the 
conſtant Diſcharge of thoſe Duties that 
Chriſt has enjoined us in his Word. 

Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy ©. 
Good God, incline our Hearts to keep 
this Law. That we may obſerve this Day 
as Huy unto the Lord, ler us begin it alone 
with God, with ſerious Meditation, ſolemn 
Reading his Word, and with ſecret and 
fervent Prayer. Then let every Maſter or 
Head of Families call them together for 
ſome Acts of ſocial H/orſbip ; by this Means 
we and our Houſes ſhall be beſt diſpoſed 
to wait upon God in his publick Appoint- 
ments that he may teach us his Ways, aud 
that we may walk in his Paths*, Though a 
proper Portion of Time may be allotted 
for our bodily Refreſhment, yet all Man- 
ner of Exceſs, ſhould on this Day eſpeci- 
ally, be carefully avoided, as that which 


would be peculiarly offenſive to God; nor 


© Exod. xx. 8, P Ifai, ii. 3 


ſhould 
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ſhould we dare to feaſt our periſhing Bodies 
to the ſtarving or hurt of our precious Souls, 
We ſhould conſcientiouſly avoid ſuch En- 
tertainments, and the making or receiving 
ſuch Viſits as break in upon the religious 
Order of our Families, or that prevent us 
from a conſtant Attendance on publick 
Worſhip. When this is over, then let us 
return with the ſeveral Branches of our Fa- 
milies to our own Houſes, and employ 
the Remains of the Lord's Day either in 
uſeful Iuſtruclions and Exhortations, in pious 
and profitable Converſation, and in the pro- 
per Acts of Family and ſecret Worſhip. And 
as no Part of this ſacred Day ſhould be 
laid out in unneceſſary Bu/ineſs, ſo none of 
it muſt be waſted away in impertinent or 
vain Purſuits, theſe having a natural Ten- 
dency to deface any good Impreſſions that 
have been made upon us whilft attending 
the Service of God according to his Ap- 
pointments. Thus our bleſſed Saviour ob- 
{erves of ſome, who, when they have heard, 
o forth and are choaked with Cares, and 
Riches, and Pleaſures of this Life, and bring 
no Fruit to Perfection . Beſides, what Per- 
ſons get by following their Employments on 
the Sabbath, is put into a Bag with Holes; 
or if it mixes with their honeſt Gains it 


Luke viii. 14. 
1s 
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is like to bring a Curſe, a Blaſt, on all the 
reſt. Such as find their Pleaſure on this 
Day, will ſoon have their Pleaſure turned 
into Pain and Unealineſs, in this World 
or in the next, tor God 1s a jealous God. 
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, 
Six Days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy 
Work, but the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any 
IWotk; thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, 
thy Man-ſervant, nor thy Maid-ſervanut, nor 
thy Cattle, nor thy Stranger that is within thy 
Gates; for in fix Days the Lord made Hea- 
ven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in them 
is, and reſted the ſeventh Day: IJVherefore 
the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath Day aud hallowed 
it”. Thus ſaith the Lord, Take heed to your 
ſelves, and bear no Burden on the Sabbath 
Day, neither do ye any Work, but hallow ye 
the Sabbath Day, as I commanded your Fu- 
thers*, If thou turn away thy Foot from the 
Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſure on my holy 
Day, and call the Sablath a Delight, the ho- 
ly of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt honour 
him, not doing thine own Ways, nor finding 
thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeakiug thine own 
Words: Then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the 
high Places of the Earth, and feed thee with 


" Exod. xx. 8-12. Jer. xvii, 21, 22; 


I the 
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the Heritage of Jacob thy Father; for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. And 
ſhall we not hear and obey the Voice of 
the Lord? Eſpecially too, when our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf has ſaid, Thiuk not 
that I am come to deſtroy the Law or the Pro- 
pets; I am not come to deſtroy but to fulfill u. 

Eſteem 


* Iſai. lvin. 13, 14. „ Matth. v. 17. 

Though our bleſſed Saviour does not in this Ser- 
mon of his take particular Notice of the Innovations 
made upon, and the ſuperſiitious Abuſe cf the Fourth 
Commandment, as he does concerning others; yet this 
he does, and at a more convenient Seaſon efterwards, 
ard that more than once. At one Time in Vindication of 
his Diſciples when they plucked the Ears of Corn, Matt, 
xii. 1. At another Time, when he healed the Man 
which had his Hand withered, Matth, xii. 10, From 
the former Caſe, or on a like Occaſion, mentioned by 
St. Mark, Chap. ji. 23, ©, our Saviour not only free- 
ly condemns the ſuperltitious Abuſe of the Sabbath, but 
ver. 27, 28. there tells them the Reaſons of it. And 
be ſaid unto them, the Sabbath was made for Man, 1. e. 
for the Good and Benefit of Man, and not Man for the 
Sabbath, i. e. no Man is obliged fo to ſanctify the 
Sabbath as thereby to ſubje& himſelf to any real or 
pernicious Inconveniencics, or to prevent him from 
other Services when the Nature and Neceſſity of 
Things require it, as in the Caſes of War, Fire, Sick- 
neſs, or the like. Therefore the Son of Man is Lord al- 
ſo of the Sabbath, i. e. has not only a Power and Au- 
thority devolved on him to diſcharge Men from any 
ſu eficions or ſelf-injurious Regard to the Sabbath, 
which ſome have taught as neceſſary, and thereby 
rendered the Obſervation of it grievous and burden- 

| ſome, 
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Eſteem not ſuch an Obſervation of tlie 
Lord's Day tedious. Say not, What a 
IJ/earineſs is it? When will the Sabbath be 


gone, 


ſame, but has alſo ſuch a Dominion granted to him, 
that he may, if he ſces fit, as Lord of the Sabbath, al- 
ter the very Day it ſelf ; which is highly probable cur 
Lord did afterward, as the moſt eftcual Way at once 
to cure Men of a ſuperſtitious Obſervation of it. The 
Probability of this is not ſmall, as will appear, if we 
will allow our ſelves to conſider, that our Lord roſe 
from the Dead on the firit Day of the Week, and then. 
appeared to his Diſciples; and again, after eight Days 
he came and ſtood in the midſt of them, bn xx. 
19, 26. whereby he ſignalized this Day, and made 
the Memory of it precious to his Followers. Beſides, 
rhe Practice of the firſt Diſciples of our Lord (who 
were moſt like to know his Mind and Will; and be- 
cauſe without the Knowledge of his Will this was not 
like to have been their Practice) makes this Change of 
the Day highly probable, for this was the Day when 
they, after Chriii's Reſurrection, met together for pub- 
lick Worſhip, as w2 read, And upon the firſt Day of 
the Week, whcn the Diſciples came togeiber is bead 
Bread, Paul preached unto them, Acts xx. 7. This Day 
alſo was obſerved as Holy unto the Lord by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians in the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; none 
diſpute it. We read, 1 Cor, xvi, 2. upon the firſt Day 
Tow Week, when they are ſuppoſed to aſſemble tc- 
ge her, which I think one may venture to athrm, with- 
out any doubt, was for the publick Worſhip'bf God. 
Moreover, as one grand Ordinance of Chriſtianity is 
termed the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 20. fo is this the 
Lord's Day, Rev. i. 10. emphatically ſo called, it be- 
ing the Day which he ſeems to have appropriated to 
himſelf, and appointed for his Service, 
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gone, that we may ſet forth Neat“? Sabbaths 
ſtrictly obſerved will not fit uneaſy in 
dying Hours, nor would they now, were 
there a ſerious and pious Spirit. Would 
not the cunſtaut uninterrupted Services of the 
Saints in Heaven (for they never ceaſe 
from ſerving Gd) be burdenſome to 
luch Pertons, could they poſſibly be ad- 
mitted there, whu think it much, if not 
more than enough, to ſpend an Hour in 


To which we might add, that none, I think, can 
fairly or zuſtly infer from the Change of the Day, the 
aboliſhing or deſtroying the Law it {elf concerning the 
Sabbath, ſceing all the Ends of that Law can be as 
well anſwered by our {irift and pious Regard had to 
this Day as to the other. The Reaſons for the Obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath, inſerted in the Precept it ſelf 
(though other Reaſons were afterwards added for the 
Keeping the Sabbath, which were peculiar to the 
eus) are of equal Force on vs now as on former C 
nerations, ſuch as a pious Remembrance, and con- 


ſtant Declaration hereby of our Relief, that God crea- 


zed the World in 61 Days, and relied the ſeventh, 
only with this Difference, that we keep the firſt Day 
and not the ſeventh, whereby we not only as certa in- 
ly and ſolemnly commemorate and declare cur Belicf 
of God's having created the World and reſting from 
his Works; but hereby alſo we ſolemnly remember, 
and declare our Belief of Chrilt's riſing from the Dead 
on the firſt Day, when he complcated the great Work 
of our Redemption, and then entered into his Reſt, 
and ceaſed from his own Works, as God did from 
his. 
* Amog vill. 5. 


Acts 
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Ads of publick Worſhip, and then waſte 
away the other Parts of the Day in mind- 
ing their Buſineſs, ſerving their Luſts, or 
in finding their Pleaſures ? If a 1ight Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath be thought into= 
lerable, it muſt be aſcribed to the Per- 
verſneſs and Earthlineſs of Men's Hearts, 
and not to any Severity in the Inſtitution 
it ſelf; no, that was kind and gracious, 
with a Deſign to promote our preſent Good 
and Peace, and to render us more meet 
for an eternal Sabbath in Heaven. There 
remaineth therefore a Reſt, oafCaliout;, a 
Sabbatiſm, or keeping of a Sabbath, zo 
the People of God. They that like and 
love, that ſtrictly obſerve, and conſcienti- 
ouſly improve God's Sabbaths now, are 
Perſons rightly diſpoſed for the Employ- 
ments of the heavenly World above. 
Should I not be ſo happy as to prevail 
on ſome to make Conſcience of a due Re- 
ard to the Sabbath; too many *tis to be 
feared will ſtill prophane it; yet I would 
pleaſe my ſelf with the Hope that ſuch as 
are in Authority, or of Rank and Figure 
among us, will by their good Example, 
and pious Care, prevent any open and ſcan- 
dalous Profanation of this ſacred Time ; nor 
would I have any think, that Religion is 


IIIcb. iv. 9. 
13 to 
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to be confined within the Limits of a Sab- 
bath; no, we onght ſo to ſauitiſy God's 
Sabbaths, that we may learn to behave the 
better, both towards God and Men, on 
every other Day; we ſhall, otherwiſe, be 
juſtly chargeable with meer Frmality in 
Religicn, contrary to the very Nature and 
Deſign of ir. We are not only to wor- 
ſhip and ſerve God on tie Lord's Day, 
bur every Day of our Lives. Secret Pray- 
er ſhould be eſteemed a Duty of daily Re- 
volution. The Duty it ſeif our Saviour 
has folemnly and kindly obliged us to the 
Performance of. But ilou, hen thou pray- 
eſt, enter into ity Cloſet, aud when thou haſt 
hut thy Door, pray to thy Fa er which is in 
fecret ©. Yea, we ſhould be witizout Excuſe, 
if every Family met not together daily at 
the Throne of Grace to .mplore God's 
favourable Regards, and tc commit them- 
ſelves to his Care and, Protection. I ſhould 
rejoice for your fakes, and for the ſake of 
Religion too, to ſee that Day, when eve- 
ry Habitation may become a Houſe of Pray- 
er. The Reaſonableneſs and Uſeſulneſs of 
theſe Duties, as well as our Obligation to 
the Performance of them, will be always 
evident, while we have Perſonal and Family 


Sins to confeſs and bewail ; Bleſſzngs to 


* Matth, V. 6. 
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ask, and numberleſs Mercies to give God 
Thanks for. Have we new Habitations ? 
I would to God we had new Hearts too. 
Then with an humble Confidence we 
might pray with the Pſalmiſt; Return, O 
Lord, how long! and let it repent thee concern= 
ing thy Særvants O ſatisfy us early with thy 
Mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
Days. Make us glad according to the Days 
wherein thou haſt aicted us, and the Years 
wherein we have ſeen Evil, Let thy Work 
appear unto thy Servants, and thy Glory unto 
their Children, And let the Beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, and eſtabliſh thou the 
Work of our Hands upon us, yea, the Work of 
eur Hands eſtabliſh thou it *. 

But before I leave this Particular, ſuffer 
me to mind you of one important Duty 
more, I mean the conſtant and ſerious 
Reading the holy Scriptures, 

Among other Complaints that were made 
ſoon after the Fire, I well remember this was 
one, not only our Zabitations, and our Places 
of Miſbip are demoliſned, but alas! our 
Bibles too are burnt in the Flames. The 
Occaſion of the Complaint was fad, yet 
the Complaint it ſelf carried a good lati- 
mation with it, ſo that one could not for- 
bear hoping, if ſuch Perſons were again 
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ſupply'd with this ſacred Volume, they would 
not only barely lock into it, but take 
God's Word for a Lamp unto their Feet 
aud a Light unto tleir Path. You know, 
that upon Application made to ſome well 
diſpoſed Gentlemen in London, Bibles were 
ſent to ſome Perſons of this "Town, which 
were with Pleaſure diſtributed by them, 
and thankfully received by you. Now will 
it not be very ungrateful both to God and 
Man, ſhould you neglect diligently to read 
and meditate on them ? But I would hope 
better 'Things of many of you, and ſuch as 
accompany Salvation, though I thus ſpeak, I 
could mention (was there eed of it) ma- 
ny Arguments to preſs you to che Perform= 
ance of this Duty. The blefled God took 
Compaſſion on a blind and ignorant World, 
and at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, 
ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fathers, by the 
Prophets: And hath in theſe laſt Days ſpcken 
unto us by his Son”; and has kindly taken 
Care that his Mind and Will thus made 
known unto us ſhould be committed to 
Writing, and handed down to us. Be- 
ſides, are not the Scriptures deſigned to 
be the Rule and Standard of our Faith and 
Mannucrs ? The Rule by which we are to 
live, and by which we are to be judg'd? In 


b Heb, i. I, 2, 
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a Word, do they not contain al! tlioſe Da- 
trines, Precepts, Prohibitions and Promiſes, 
needful to our Direction, Admonition, Con- 
ſolation, and eternal Salvation? All Scrip- 
ture is given by Inſpiration of God, and is pro- 
fitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correcti- 
on, for Inſtruttion ia Righteouſneſs, that the 
Min of God may be perſect, throughly furniſhed 
unto all good Works ©, IX. 


© 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

That the diligent and careful Periſa! of the Scrip- 
tures would be of great Service to us, one may be 
ſure, had we no other Reaſon to think ſo than the 
following one, viz. that the known and open Ene- 
mies of the Cauſe of Chriſt and his Kingdom are ſuch 
avowed Adverſaries to this Practice. For they, you 
know (as what they rightly judge would beſt tend to 
ſerve their dark Puvpeſes) take out of the Hands of the 
People thoſe Weapons of our Chriitian Warfare, which 
thou gh not carnal, arc mighty, through God, to the pull 
117 Aon i prong Hons of Satan, 2 Cor. x. 4. Theſe 
divine Oracles would make us wiſer than our Enemies, 
Pſal. cxix. 98. were they ever with us. I have many 
Times thought, even with Shame and Surprize, what 
Pains and Expence the Romifo Church is at to propa» 
gate the Chriſtian Faith, as they are pleaſed to term 
theirs; when, in Truth, many of their Doctrines are 
a Reproach to Chriſtianity: To name no other here 
than theſe two, viz. That No FAITH 18 TO BE KEPT 
WITH HERETICKs, meaning Proteſtants ; And THAT 
1s THEY KILL US THEY DO GOD «SERVICE. Dottyines 
that could never come from God, for God 7s Love, but 
muſt be from their Father tbe Devil. They have a 
watchful and greedy Eye on this happy Iſland, with 
reltleſs Labcur they endeavour to proſclyte many 

among 
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IX. Let Love to God, and Benevolence 


to Men, be a governing Principle in our 
Breaſt, 


As theſe are Duties in their Nature 
moſt important, ſo thoſe Favours we have 
received from both in our afflicted Cir- 


among us, nor have they been altogether ſucceſslefs in 
their Attempts, To prevent the ſpreading of this 
Plague amongſt us at would pleaſe me much if this fol- 
lowing proper Antidote, with others, was provided, 
Six. that thoſe who have it in their Power would take 
eftetual Care, by ſome legal Proviſion, that Bibles 
printed on good Paper, and in a fair Character, may 
come as cheap as poſlible, that every Family in Great 
Britain may have one at leaſt in their Houſes, 

I would here alſo take Notice further of an Obſcr- 
vation I made ſome Years paſt, on the Reading a Vo- 
Jume publiſhed by No. Ward, in which he has artfully 
and wickedly burleſqued the glorious Reformation from 
Popery. Among other Things, like a cunning Prieſt, 
he cxpoſes the good old laudable Catem of Per ſons 
bringing their Bbles with them to Church. Fas eſt & 
ab Hoſte doceri, A good Cuſtom, I wiſh its Revival, 
and that all Proteſtant Miniſters would, in their Ser- 
mons (as Occaſion requires) not only mention the 
Words of Scripture, but the Chapter and Verſe alfo ; by 
this Means the People would become intimately ac- 

uainted with their Bibles, than which, nothing what- 
Giver would more effectually eſtabliſh Perſons in the 
glorious Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm, and mor2 effectually 
prevent the ſpreading of cruel and en/laving Popery, 


My great Veneration for the holy Bible, and my true 


Concern for the Proteſtant Cauſe (which, no Doubt, 
is the Cauſe of God) inclined me to inſert this Para- 
graph in the Margin. 
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cumſtances, peculiarly oblige us to the 
Obſervance of them, as I ſhall ſhew more 
at large under the next Head. 
Love to God, and Love to our Neigh- 
bour, theſe two include all the Parts and 
Branches of Religion. Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all 
thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. This is the 
firſt and great Commandment, and the ſecond 
is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. On theſe two Commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets“. 
Firſt, Love to God. 
Nothing is more reaſonable, than that 
we love God, the God that made us, the 
Saviour that redeem'd us; that Being from 
whom all our Bleſſings deſcend ; for every 
good Gift, and every perfect Gift, is from above ©, 
If we are happily and powerfully influenc'd 
by this Divine Principle, namely, Love to 
God, we ſhall be ſincere and cheerful in 
our Obedience to him. So far then will 
it be, from being an Uneaſineſs to us, to 
ſerve and honour God, in every Capacity 
and Station of Life, that we ſhall not be 
ſatisfied till this be our conſtant Temper, 
For this is the Love of God, that we keep his 
Commandments, aud his Commandments are not 
grievous *. 
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Secondly, Love to our Neighbour. 

When this prevails in us we ſhall be 
readily diſpoſed to fill up thoſe Duties we 
owe to each other as Fellow-Creatures, and 
Chriſtians, If Love be wanting, our Hearts 
will foon be filled with thoſe cruel Vices 
which draw after them many great and 
fore Calamities. When Math, Hatred, 
and Euch reign in the Heart, what leſs 
can be expected than Confſuficz and every evil 
Vir. Would it not be very unſeemly, 
and Matter of Reproach, for a People that 
are involved in one common Diſtreſs, to be 
full of Auger, Rancour, Math and Malice? 
Such a ſavage Temper as this would render 
us moſt contemptible in the Eye of God 
and all wiſe and good Men. Let there- 
fore all hard Speeches, all ill Uſage of one 
another, all opprobrious Names, which tend 
to irritate our Paſſions, and to excite con- 
temptible Thoughts of others; let all IA 
will, and contemptuous Shine ſe, from hence- 
forth ceaſe, and be no more; let each of 
us rather turn our Reſentments againſt our 
Sins, and look upon our common Affliction 
as a warm Incentive to Benevolence. And 
if we are yet inclined to provoke one ano- 
ther, let it be only to Love and good Works . 
Let us love as Brethren. For the Kingdom of 


E Heb. x. 24. 
Ged 
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God is not Meat aud Drink, but Rigbteouſ- 
neſs and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt *. 
We ſhould endeavour, as the Apoſtle ex- 
horts us, to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. There is one Body and one Spi- 
rit, even as ye are called in one Hope of your 
Calling. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in us all |, 

An human Law is made with this Pream- 
ble to it, for determining Differences, &c. 
But that we may ſave thoſe Gentlemen 
therein nominated, and our ſelves too, 
the Trouble of determining any more Dif- 
ferences, let us prevent them by our con- 
ſcientious Obſervance of the great Law of 
Love. Love worketh uo ill to his Neighbour, 
therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law k. 
Love, God-like Virtne indeed! It is pity 


it was not a Yegent Principle in every 


Breaſt ; then not only all baſe 1/-aature 
and diabolical Malice and Envy would fall 
before it, but even leſſer Srifes and De- 
bates too, and many would be the great 
and valuable Effects and Conſequences 
thereof. If Love reign'd in our Hearts, 
this would incline us to be tender one of 
another; to yield to any Thing reaſonable 
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for Peace ſake ; to deny our ſelves in ſome 
tefſer Matters that we may do another a 
greater Kindneſs; to be ready to do all 
good Offices, and to ſtudy each others Hap- 
pineſs. This would render us more like 
the Inhabitants of the upper orld, where 
perfect Love reigns, and where God, who 
is Love, dwells. 

He that wants theſe, viz. Love to God, 
and Love to his Neighbour, wants the very 
Eſſence of Religion, And as we would 
hope ſhortly to reach that moſt agreeable 
State above, where Love 1s in Perfection, 
uni ver ſal and everlaſting, let us practically 
regard the Charge of the Apoſtle. Put on 
thereſore (as the Elect of God, holy and be- 
loved) Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humble- 
neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering. For- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another. 
if any Man have a Quarrel againſt any, even 
as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye, And above 
all theſe Things put on Charity, which is the 
Bond of Perfeftneſs ', 


X. We ſhould be abundantly thankful 
to God for all Fayours received, and truly 
grateful to our Benefactors. 

Both God and Man have laid us un- 
der the particular Obligation of Grati- 


Sol. itt, 18, ©. 


tude, 
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tude. Nothing can be more reaſonable, 
than that the high Praiſes of God ſhould be 
in our Mouth, who has put it into the 
Hearts of Men to give ſo willingly, ſo li- 
berallyj. The moſt grateful Returns are 
due to our generous Benefactors. 


The Royal Bounty claims our firſt Re- 
gards ; and I hope we ſhall always eſteem 
our ſelves under peculiar Engagements to' 
the greateſt Loyalty and Duty, and bound 
to ſend up our fervent Prayers to Heaven 
for our moſt gracious Sovereigu King Grokcr, 
his Royal Consorrt, and all the Royal Fa- 
MILY 3 That Proſperity and Peace may at- 
tend them; and thoſe Bleſſings be perpe- 
tuated to their Poſterity as long as the 
Sun and -Moon endure. 

The great Benevolence of others alſo, 
will, I truſt, effectually prevail upon us 
to pray to that God, who is able to make 
all Grace abound towards them, that they 
may always have all Sufficiency in all 
Things; yea, that as they have ſown to 
the Spirit, they may of the Spirit reap Life 
everlaſting ®, 


Give me leave to add this further Ad- 
vice in the next Place. 


m Cal. vi. 8. 


K 2 XI. 
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XI. Let it lie much at Heart, that we 
become a People eminent for Religion. 

The sn, Favours we have received, 
and the ſevere Calamities we have endured, 
and yet feel, are Conſiderations that 
ſhould add double Weight to this Admo- 
nition. We ſhould, in one Caſe, diſcover 
our grateful Senſe of Benefits conferred 
on us both from God and Man, by our 
being not only truly, but eminently pions, 
Nothing is more pleaſing to God, nor is 
any Thing like to be more beneficial to 
Men, than when our Light does fo ſhine be- 
fore them, that they may ſee our good Works, 
and glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 
In the other Caſe, having been caſt into 
the Fire, it is fit we ſhould leave our Dreſs, 
behind us. The bleſſed God kindly in- 
rended hereby to refine and purify us. 1 
will turn my Hand upon thee, aud Will pireiy 
purge away thy Drofs, and take away all thy 
Tin. Afterward thou fhalt be called the City 
of Rigbteouſneſs, the faithful City. We 
ought to be a Pattern of prevailing and 
ſubſtantial Piety to Places around us. 
Then may it be ſaid Happy Blandford ! tho 
inſtructed by the Rod of God's Anger. 
To this End I heartily wiſh, that ſuch 
Perſons as are of Hifluence among us of 


Matth. v. 16. o Iſai 1,25, 26. 
| every 
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every Denomination, would exert them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt of their Power, for 
reforming us. By this means, at leaſt, 
open Inmoralities would be diſcountenan- 
ced, and daring Offenders be aſhamed. 
Such a Method as this would certainly re- 
dound to our Honour, and be the moſt pro- 
bable Means of our future Safety and 
Peace. I leave this to your moſt ſerious 
Thoughts, and beg of God to inſpire you 
with ſuch juſt and becoming Seutiments as 
may incline you to it. 


Finally, Let us live and a& as dying and 
accountable Creatures. 

It is appointed unto Men once to die, and af-- 
ter this the Judgment®, We muſt ſoon draw 
our laſt Breath, and ſhortly ſtand before 
the Bar of God, Solemn Thonghts in- 
deed! I mention this not to make you 
ſad, but wiſe, wiſe unto Salvation. Were 
we never to die, never to be judged, we 
might walk after the Vanity of our Mind, 
and ſerve divers Luſts and Pleafures, nor 
would our Behaviour on ſuch a Suppoſi- 
tion be altogether fo unreaſonable. Late- 
ly we eſcaped the Flames with our Lives, 
and found a Place of Refuge; but e'er 
long no one will be able to deliver himſelf 


? Heb. ix, 27. 
K 3 5 
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or Brother from the Power of Death, or 
to make his Eſcape in the Day of the Lord's 
Anger, wiz. that univerſal Burning Day, 
when all Nations ſhall be gathered be- 
fore him. What untkinking Creatures muſt 
thoſe be, who will not lay theſe Things 
to Heart; who will not now cry for Mer- 
cy and Salvation to God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the . Father of Mer- 
cies; eſpecially too, when their Neglect 
here will ſhortly put them under the fad 
Neceſſity of crying to the relentleſs. 
Mountains, and pitileſs Rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the Face of him that fitteth 
on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb. Say not in thy wicked Heart, 
my Lord delayeth his coming, and thereupon 
indulge thy ſelf zo eat and drink with the 
drunken. For the Lord is not flack concern- 
ing his Promiſe (as ſome Men count flackneſs) 
but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to Repeutance. But the Day of the Lord will 
come as a Thief in the Night, in which the 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 
Heat, the Earth alſo, and the Works that 
are therein ſhall be burnt up. Seeing then 


that all theſe Things ſhall be difſolved, what 


4 Rev. vi. 16. Matth. xxiv. 48, 49. 
| Man- 
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Manner of Perſous (very different to what 
many of us now are) ought we to be in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs ; looking for, 
and haſtiag unto the Coming of the Day of 
God*. May we be ſo wile as to conſider 
our latter End*, Think often of giving in 
our ſolemn Account before that God who 
will judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 


S 2 Pet, iii. 9, 10, 11, 12. 


NB. We in this Town have had particular and 


loud Calls to think of our latter End. I mean, as by 
the ſudden and wiclent Death of many cn that Day, 
when the Town was reduced to Aſhes ; fo by the 
Death of many Perſons ſince, who, either through 
the Labour and Fatigue, the Shocks and Surprizes of 
that Day, or by their Loſſes then ſuſtained, which 
ſtuck too cloſe to them; or by the Methods taken ſince 
that Time to drown their Sorrows, are gone 1nto 
another World. To which let me add, the Remo- 
ving of the Remains of many of our departed Friends, 
occalioned by the Digging up the Foundations of the 
old Church, and the Laying the Foundation of the 
new one; ſo that the Bones of many were either care- 
fully and decently replaced in ſome new Graves, or 
thrown together, and interred in ſome common Heaps. 
Many out of Curioſity, and others through a kiad of 
decent Neceſſity, have lately ſeen many Graves opened, 
and were called to converſe with our Dead ; which 
Circumſtance and Conſequence of our Calamity ought to 
be improved by us, and ſhould mind us of that Pallage 
in Fob, I have ſaid to Corruption, thou art my Fatler ; 
to the Norm, thou art my Mother and my Siſter, Job 
xvii. 14. 


accord. 
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according to his Goſpel*, Ler us beg of 
God to impreſs our Minds with the pow- 
erful and governing 1ufluences of theſe im- 
portant Iruths, that we may be fully 
determined to take Chriſt's Mrd for our 
Rule, his Example for our Pattern; and 
by Faith rely upon him as our only Lord, 
Saviour, and Advocate; and his Spirit to 
guide, ſanctih, and comfort us, Then we 
may have ſolid Reſt and Peace in our own 
Breaſt; then we need not be afraid to 
die, or to appear before God's awful Tri- 
zunal; then Death will be our Gain, 
Chriſt the Judge our Friend, and Heaven 
the Place of our eternal happy Abode. 
Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord X. 
But ſhould we now ſcoff at, and deſpiſe 
the glorious Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and be aſhamed of him, ah! what 
Horror will ſeize us, what dreadful Con- 
fuſion ſhall we be thrown into when we 
ſhall ſee kim (for every Eye ſhall ſee 
him) Come in the Glory of his Father, with 
bis holy Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
flruction from the Preſence of the Lord, and 


Rom. Ii. 16, * Rev. xiv, 13. 


from 
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from the Glory of his Power ; when he ſhalt 
come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe, in that 
Day. | 

What more weighty or important Ar- 
guments than theſe can poſſibly be men- 
tioned to perſuade Men to become the 
Servants of God? Will you lay them to 
Heart? Oh! let it never be ſaid of any of 
us, God gave us Time and Space to repent ' 
and we repented not; rather let us be 
willing and obedient, that we may find the 
real Advantage of Religion at preſent, 
and reap the everlaſting bleſſed and glo- 
rious Conſequences thereof in a future 
State through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
is the Way, and the Truth, and the Life, for 


no Man cometh unto the Father but by him. 
E. roy os £—commena yon ro Goa, und to the 
Word of his Grace, which is able to build you 


up, and to give you an Inheritance among all 
them which are ſanfified®, 


My ſincere Deſire of others Happineſs. 
and Proſperity inclines me, before I con- 
clude, to drop a Word or two to the In- 
habitants of other Places alſo. See what 
God has done to us; paſs ye to Tiverron, 


Y Rev. ii. 21. Z John xiv, 6, Acts 


xx. 32. 
and 
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and ſee, think of the Caſe of Ramſey; 
take theſe awful Warnings, and read the 
Words of the Prophet, Hoe to them that 
are at Eaſe in Zion; paſs ye unto Calneh 
and ſee, and from thence go ye to Hamath the 
great, then go down to Gath of the Philiſtines, 
Je that put far away the evil Day", Surely 
when God's Judgments are in the Earth, 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn Righte- 
ouſneſs . It well becomes all Perſons, di- 
ligently to obſerve, and carefully to im- 
prove, ſuch awakening Calamities which 
we and others have- felr, Theſe a wiſe 
Providence ſeems to have ordered in dif- 
ferent Parts of the Nation, and about the 
fame Time, that Perſons may by them 
be the more nearly and deeply affected. 
Here are two or three Witneſſes from dif- 
ferent Quaftert, that God is a God that 
hates Sin, and will ſometimes diſcover 
his Reſentment againſt it in this Life, 
that others may hear and ſee, and fear, 
and do not ſo wickedly. May all Magi- 
rates eſteem- themſelves concerned from 
hence, to exert their beſt Endeavours- to 
put the Laws in Execution for the Sup- 
preſſion of Inmoralities, which, as they 
provoke the Eyes of God's Glory, fo they 
often bring on larger or leſſer Societies of 


o Amos vi. 1, 2, 3, © Ifa, xxvi. 9. 4 Iſa. iii. 8. 
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Men Diſtreſſes great and inexpreſſible. 
Let Miniſters take the Warning, be Eu- 
ſamples to the Flock *. Cry aloud, ſpare not, 
and ſhew unto the People their Tranſgreſſious 
and their Sins*, And may the People every 
where piouſly contribute their Part to- 
wards a general Reformation, then we 
may hope that Goodneſs and Mercy will fol- 
low us all the Days of our Lives, 

We ſhould rejoice (I hope many of 
us ſhould) if our great Afiction may 
occaſion your viſible Reformation If our 
Fall may prove a Means of your Stand- 
ing: If you who have ſeen in us a ma- 
nifeſt, though ſad Proof of the uncertain 
and precarious Tenure of earthly Poſſeſ« 
fions, may learn from hence to lay up 
your Treaſure in Heaven; yea, as the 
beſt Return (that we in our Circumſtances 
are capable of making you, for all your 
Favours ſo generouſly beſtowed upon us) 
we ſhall, I hope, think our ſelves bound 
in Conſcience and Gratitude to pray, that 
as our Sufferings have excited your great 
Compaſſion, and unſual Benevolence, fo they 
may prove a Means, of exciting in you a 
juſt Dread and an irreconcilable Abhor- 
rence of Sin; and a fincere, zealous and 
conſtant Care to pleaſe God in all Things, 


* 1 Pet. v. 3; f Ifa, lviii, 1, 


— 
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108 An Adireſs, &c. 
That being made free from Sin, and become 
Servants to God, ye may have your Fruit un- 
zo Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Life. 
For the Wages of Sin is Death But the Gift 


of God is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord s. | 


© Rom, vi. 22, 23. 
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